Midweek Lenten Worship
Wilderness Wanderings
2020
CALL TO WORSHIP
(Please stand as you are able.)

One: God is in the water that restores our soul.
All: And God is in the night when we lose our way.
One: God is in today and tomorrow, raising up leaders, prophets and
dreamers.
All: And God is in the wilderness with us—every step of the way.
One: So with confidence we declare—
All: If God is in those spaces, then God is surely here.
One: Let us worship the God of creation.
All: Let us worship the God of wilderness spaces.
Gathering Hymn: 779 Amazing Grace (verses 1-2)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God,
Jesus of Nazareth,
There are stories of you healing the blind all over scripture. You were
constantly opening people’s eyes. So today we confess that we often
choose to keep our eyes closed. We turn away from injustice in our
world, worried you might ask us to work for change. We close our
eyes to our privilege, because the truth is uncomfortable. We avoid
eye contact with those who are suffering to avoid identifying with
their pain. Forgive us for failing to be your Church in the world. Guide
us from the depths of our wilderness into your light. Amen.
(Assembly may be seated.)

The Reading – 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord
commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.
And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The
Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for
we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The
Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.
The Message
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The Hymn Response: 342 There in God’s Garden – Verse 3

Thanksgiving for the Word
The Lord’s Prayer
The Benediction
The Sending Hymn

779 Amazing Grace

The Dismissal
Go in Peace. Follow the Cross.
Thanks be to God.
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(verses 3-5)

