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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 

The Holy Trinity 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Share your story!  

Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.   

Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!  

Find us on Facebook at:  

Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to 

gather for worship as the body of Christ. While we cannot be together in person, we can 

hear the word of God, give thanks for gifts of life and love, and hold each other in prayer.  

 

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 

apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his 

disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More 

than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God 

of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We 

celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, 

and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 
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PRELUDE  

The Dove Descending          Franklin Ashdown 
                                           (b. 1942) 

 
RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of  

water in front of you, to remember our baptism. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the 

sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

All Glory Be to God on High “Allein Gott In Der Höh”   ELW 410 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 
 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 

eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-

Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, 

and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless 

joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN       The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1--2:4a    

The first reading for Holy Trinity Sunday is recorded in Genesis, the 

1st and 2nd Chapters. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God 

said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 

let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome 

and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters 

that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
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  9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 

into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God 

called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 

he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let 

the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 

every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 

so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 

kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 

saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, 

the third day. 

  14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 

separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of 

the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 

rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to 

give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and 

to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 

sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God 

blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening 

and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every 

kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of 

every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps 

upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
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  26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according 

to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild 

animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 

the earth.” 

 27So God created humankind in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 

seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of 

the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day. 

 2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 

multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 

done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 

God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

  4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created.  

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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THE SOLO 

Wayfaring Stranger                           Southern American Folksong 

            arr. Richard Walters (b. 1965) 
 

Thane Schulz, tenor 
 

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger  

A traveler through this world of woe  

But there's no sickness, toil nor danger  

In that fair land to which I go  

I'm going there to see my father  

I'm going there no more to roam  

I am just going over Jordan  

I am just going over home  

I know dark clouds will gather round me  

I know my way is rough and steep  

But beau-teous fields lie just before me  

Where God's redeemed their vigils keep  

I'm going home to see my mother  

She said she'd meet me when I come  

I'm only going over Jordan  

I'm only going over home  

I'm just a going over home  

 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

The second reading for today is recorded in 2nd Corinthians, the 13th 

Chapter. 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in 

order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and 

the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  

The Word of the Lord.      

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 

Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”  

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity “Kingsfold”     ELW 412 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We are called into unity with one another. Yet especially this week 

our nation is experiencing painful and profound disunity. Let us 

preface our prayers this morning with several minutes of silence, 

meditating on the sorrows of our country, its history of racial injustice, 

and its resistance in bringing about liberty and equality for all. 

 

A period of silence. 

 

Held together in the mercy of the triune God, let us join with one 

another to pray for the many needs of the world. 

 

O triune God, bless the preaching and reception of your Word, and 

pour your Spirit onto congregational leaders and all the baptized. Give 

wisdom and stamina to those who work in national church offices for 

their unprecedented tasks. Hold the churches of all denominations 

together in one, as you are one including our ecumenical partners in 

Voice Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, and the 

Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of 

Good Neighbors - Resurrection Village, and Holy Trinity. Strengthen 

us to be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

O triune God, as at the beginning of time your word and spirit visited 

the earth, so now sustain this planet with your renewing care. Teach us 

to care for the very good earth that you have created. Calm the 

summer’s storms, and send rain where there is drought.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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O triune God, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of 

this and every land to seek peace, equality, and unity. Instill wisdom 

in advocates who work toward justice and true peace. We pray for all 

men and women serving in the armed forces and their families.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

O triune God, open our eyes to see your likeness in everyone. Heal the 

sick, uphold all who face oppression, feed the hungry. Visit refugee 

camps with power to save. We ask your mercy on the millions who 

suffer from the coronavirus – the sick, the dying, the bereaved, the 

unemployed. Uphold medical workers, and accompany researchers as 

they seek a vaccine. We pray for those we name out loud, and those 

who we remember in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

O triune God, as summer begins, give safety to those who travel and 

contentment to those who cannot. Give a sense of sabbath rest to those 

whose vacation plans have been canceled, and grant activities to the 

children who cannot attend summer camp. Shine your sun on famers’ 

fields, so that enough food will grow for our needs. Shield all farm 

workers from the worst of the heat. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of 

the resurrection. We give you thanks for the saints of all time and in 

our lives and we give thanks for the life, love and family of John S. 

Camilleri. At the end, bring us all into the tender power of your 

presence. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Hear these words, O God, and receive also those petitions that are too 

deep for words, joining our prayers with those of Jesus Christ, who 

intercedes for us, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

THE SOLO  

Irish Blessing                                   Bob Chilcott 
                              (b. 1955) 
 

Thane Schulz, tenor 
 

May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back, may the sunshine 

warm upon your face, and the rain fall soft upon your fields, 

And until we meet again, may God hold you, may God hold you, ever in the palm of 

his hand, 

May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be ever at your back, may the sunshine 

warm upon you face, and the rain fall soft upon your fields, 

And until we meet again, may God hold you, may God hold you, ever in the palm of 

his hand, ever in the palm of his hand, the palm of his hand. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Holy, Holy, Holy. Lord God Almighty! “Nicaea”     ELW 413 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Improvisation on Lift Every Voice            Kristen Pomietlarz 

and Balm in Gilead 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)  

July 27 – 31.  Registration is now available online.  The link for online 

registration is 

https://forms.gle/Jk8euKKHTwLZaSAT7 

A hybrid VBS through Google Classroom and a take-home kit 

provided by Holy Trinity.  Internet/Google Classrooms not required, 

class materials including the lessons and supplies are included in the 

take home kit.  You may also call the church office for a paper copy 

of the registration form. 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Kristen Pomietlarz will be presenting an 

ORGAN RECITAL on our beloved and mighty Margaret L. Wendt 

Memorial Organ, which will be aired on our  MUSIC at Holy Trinity 

Facebook Page Thursday, June 11th at 7:00 PM.   

The half-hour program will include: 

Toccata Brevis by Daniel Gawthrop 

Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 65, No. 1 by Felix Mendelssohn 

Two works from "Sacred Sounds" by George Shearing 

Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

God of Grace, God of Glory by Paul Manz    

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

https://forms.gle/Jk8euKKHTwLZaSAT7
https://www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic/
https://www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic/
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FOOD DONATIONS: To support those in need of food from our 

NRC food pantry and from the emergency bags our Pastors provide, if 

you are able to donate, these are the items most needed.  For our 

pastor's bags: The pop top canned easy meals , ex. ravioli meals.  For 

the Food Bank: Canned tuna, soups and canned meals such as ravioli.  

Items may be brought to the church. Please call ahead to alert the staff 

that you are planning to donate and arrange a convenient time. 

 

READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR:  The reading schedule for May and 

June can be found on the church website or you can call the church 

office to have a paper copy mailed to you. 
  

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP ZOOM HAPPY HOUR:  Join us every 

Friday at 5pm to link to a virtual Happy Hour by Zoom technology.  

We'll meet together through safe physical-distancing while being able 

to check-in with each other.  Bring your own favorite beverage to the 

computer. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 285 453 435 

Password: 299123 
 

One tap mobile 

+19294362866,,285453435# US (New York) 
 

Dial by your location 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)    
 

 
 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 

https://zoom.us/j/285453435?pwd=UHJOdVBacDJMK1lMcVAvcFFXOFZVUT09
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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