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Welcome to Holy Trinity!
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people;
welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow
us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.
Share your story!
Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.
Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!
Find us on Facebook at:
Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo
Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic

INTRODUCTION
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of
Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the
readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is
complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting
that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new
Jerusalem.

PRELUDE
Sine Nomine

Herbert Howells
(1892-1983)

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of
water in front of you, to remember our baptism.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the
sign of the cross on your forehead.)
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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OPENING HYMN
For All the Saints “Sine Nomine”

ELW 422 (vs. 1, 3 & 6)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one
communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith
and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have
prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II

THE READING: Revelation 7:9-17
The first reading for All Saints Sunday is recorded in Revelation, the
7th Chapter.
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After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to
the Lamb!”
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, 12singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
5

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir,
you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
13

THE SOLO
Bist du bei mir, geh ich mit Freuden

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685 – 1750)

from Notebook for Anna Magdelena Bach
Dr. Brian Zunner, baritone

Be thou with me; I go with joyfulness to death and to my rest. If my end comes
thus, your beautiful hands would draw mine eyelids closed. Oh, if only my end
were so blessed to have your beautiful hands close my eyes. Be thou with me; I go
with joyfulness to death and to my rest.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and
taught them, saying:
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.
7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II

SERMON MEDITATION
Land of Rest from Sacred Sounds

George Shearing
(1919-2011)
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THANKSGIVING FOR ALL THE SAINTS
On this day we give God thanks for all the saints – for those whose
rest is won, who have died in the last year; and for those who have
joined the church through the waters of Baptism. As their name is
read, a candle will be lit in their memory and a bell rung in their
honor.
RECENTLY DECEASED:
Gail Hammond
Beverly Gesegnet
Anthony DeSabio
Paul Nikischer
John Camilleri, Jr.
Joan Limburg
Barbara Cromer

The Rev. John Buerk
Joan Daverne
Eleanor Busch
Karen Howard
Susan Biesinger
Geraldine Bonk

We also remember the many saints, beloved by each one of us, who
have joined the church triumphant. Candles have been lit at the side
tables in their memory. Let us now pause, and as we do, you may say
the names of your beloved out loud, or in the silence of your hearts.
NEWLY BAPTIZED:
Jonathan Schleifer Schoen
Emily Marie Schweikhard
Austin Daniel Rizzo
Please stand as you are able.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
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A brief silence.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose
sacrifices witness to your gospel across time and space. Inspire us by
their courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us.
We pray for our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE
Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City
Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, the Community of Good
Neighbors and Holy Trinity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from
generation to generation. Bless the work of naturalists,
conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to the
wonders of the world you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states,
rural voters and urban voters, young and old—as we share in another
national election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our common
needs and seek our common good. We pray for all elected officials,
candidates and all those serving in the armed forces and for their
families. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with
poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and persecution. Shape our vision of the
saints to match his own. Awaken in us your call to serve all who
suffer. We pray for those impacted by injustice, those on the front line
of the pandemic, and all those we name out loud, and in (or in the
silence) the prayers of our hearts and our minds. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early
church. Bless all new missions of our synod. Empower testimony from
new communities of faith to shape a diverse witness to your saving
power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by
name and gathered to yourself. Comfort us as we grieve those who
have died in the past year especially Gail, Beverly, Anthony, Paul,
John, Joan, Barbara, Rev. John, Joan, Eleanor, Karen, Susan and
Geraldine. Guide the newly baptized, especially Jonathan, Emily and
Austin. In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that
day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will
reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message
of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.)
THE OFFERING
Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry
possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute
Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by
mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you!
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SOLO AT THE OFFERING
The New Ghost

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Text: Fredegond Shove (1899 – 1949)

(1872 - 1958)

Dr. Brian Zunner, baritone
And he, casting away his garment, rose and came to Jesus.
And he cast it down, down, on the green grass,
Over the young crocuses, where the dew was-He cast the garment of his flesh that was full of death,
And like a sword his spirit showed out of the cold sheath.
He went a pace or two, he went to meet his Lord,
And, as I said, his spirit looked like a clean sword,
And seeing him the naked trees began shivering,
And all the birds cried out aloud as it were late spring.
And the Lord came on, He came down, and saw
That a soul was waiting there for Him, one without flaw,
And they embraced in the churchyard where the robins play,
And the daffodils hang down their heads, as they burn away.
The Lord held his head fast, and you could see
That he kissed the unsheathed ghost that was gone free-As a hot sun, on a March day, kisses the cold ground;
And the spirit answered, for he knew well that his peace was found.
The spirit trembled, and sprang up at the Lord's word-As on a wild, April day, springs a small bird-So the ghost's feet lifting him up, he kissed the Lord's cheek,
And for the greatness of their love neither of them could speak.
But the Lord went then, to show him the way,
Over the young crocuses, under the green may
That was not quite in flower yet--to a far-distant land;
And the ghost followed, like a naked cloud holding the sun's hand.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray together.
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light
we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all
the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims
us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you
reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you
today and always.
Amen.

12

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Jerusalem, My Happy Home “Land of Rest”

ELW 628
(vs. 1 & 5)
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DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Postlude in Canon on 'Sine Nomine'

Thomas J. Crawford
(1877 - 1955)
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Music Notes
The setting of the Jewish prayer Kaddisch by Maurice Ravel (18751937) is one of the most beautiful of all time. The mourning songs
Kaddish (from Two Hebrew Melodies) with their minimalist piano
accompaniment, declamatory (often close to a recitativo) vocal style,
and long melismas surging toward the work's climax indicate that
there is no doubt that Ravel had listened to and studied Synagogue
music and the vocal traditions of Hebrew cantors.
"Kaddish" is a hymn of praise about God found in Jewish prayer
services. The central theme of the Kaddish is the magnification and
sanctification of God's name. In the liturgy, different versions of the
Kaddish are used functionally as separators between sections of the
service.
The term "Kaddish" is often used to refer specifically to "The
Mourner's Kaddish", said as part of the mourning rituals in Judaism in
all prayer services, as well as at funerals and memorials; for eleven
Hebrew months after the death of a parent, and for 30 days after the
death of a spouse, sibling, or child. When mention is made of "saying
Kaddish", this unambiguously refers to the rituals of mourning,
illustrating that despite experiencing painful loss, God is still to be still
praised.
Fredegond Cecily Shove (1889–1949) was an English poet who
published two collections of poetry in her lifetime, and a small
selection also appeared after her death. The poem in Shove's
collection The New Ghost is a mystical description of a departing soul
met by the Divine in a springtime, pastoral setting. It has an almost
conversational rhythm. It was set to music by Ralph Vaughan
Williams in 1925 as the third movement of his Four Poems by
Fredegond Shove.
15

The flowers on the altar are given In Honor of Gwendolyn Schopp’s
95th birthday by The Schopp Family.

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday.
Please call the church office should you need anything.
As always, the Pastors are available by appointment.
We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at
Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date
information.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ANNUAL COMMITMENT: The Stewardship Committee thanks all
of you for your continued support. Commitment cards have been
mailed out and we ask that you return the cards by November 15
either in person on a Sunday, or by mailing to the church office.
BLOOD DRIVE: ConnectLife will be sponsoring a blood drive at
Holy Trinity on Sunday, December 6 from 9am – 1pm. The need for
blood is so important, especially at this time. ConnectLife is the
primary supplier of blood for Kaleida Health, ECMC and all the
hospitals in Niagara and Wyoming Counties. To schedule an
appointment or if you have any questions, please call Nurse Judy
Reifsteck at 632-3448.
AMAZON SMILE: With the holidays approaching we would like to
remind everyone to select Holy Trinity Lutheran Church as the charity
for AMAZON SMILE. This will ensure that a donation to HT will be
made with each of your purchases through AMAZON SMILE.
ALTAR FLOWERS ARE BACK: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of
flowers gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our
congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones. Looking ahead,
the following date is available: November 29 - 2 vases. Please contact
Linda Schmidt with your request for these or any other specific date
during the year. She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or
716-835-3325. Vases are currently $40.00 each.
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30
am at
https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk
Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195.
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VETERANS DAY: In honor of Veterans’ Day, we will be holding a
short prayer service next Sunday, November 8 at 9:45am in the
gardens by the flag pole. All are welcome.
THE BURRITO PROJECT - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We will
meet this Tuesday, November 3. If you would like to help assemble
the burritos, we will meet in the HT kitchen at 6:00pm to prepare and
heat the burritos. At 6:45 we depart HT and begin our delivery.
Masks will be required at all times.
CHIAVETTA’S BBQ – Dinner to-go to benefit the BPO will take
place on Tuesday, November 10 from 4 -7pm at Kleinhans Music
Hall. For information and tickets, please call 759-6428.
FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom
at 5:00pm. We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing
while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.
Bring your favorite beverage to the computer. Zoom Meeting ID: 285
453 435. Password 299123.
CRISIS SERVICES: For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed,
Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat
the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is
834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day. If you are looking for
counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC,
and he may be reached at 716-361-4615.
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP
Congregational Council
Uli MacDonald, President
Emily Notari, Vice-President
Guy Huber, Treasurer
Jennifer Yap, Secretary
Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,
Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak
Staff Contacts for Programs and Services
Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist
Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster
kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org
Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant
Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448)
John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds
The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor
pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org
The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor
pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209
(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax
e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org
www.holytrinitybuffalo.org
Friend us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo
www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic
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