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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 

Reformation Sunday 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Holy Communion – 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Following New York State guidelines, we kindly ask  

1.  that you keep your mask on during the duration of this service. 

2. that you follow the one way direction signs noted in the aisles. 

3. that our members and guests fill out the orange sheet for  

contact tracing purposes and leave at your seat in the pew. 
 

As our worship continues to be transformed,  

we invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Please check-in and share on any of our social media platforms.  

You are invited to share the peace or any part of our worship via text message.  

Please use #poweroftrinity for all your social media interactions.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo, on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo  

or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 

order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news 

of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will 

unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 



3 
 
 

 

 

PRELUDE  

Musica da processione (2018) Opus 1305           Carson Cooman  

                   (b. 1982) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

OPENING HYMN 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God “Ein Feste Burg”                    ELW 504 
               (vs. 1 & 4) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates,  redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able  
 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go 

our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our 

neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us 

humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in 

you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death 

and resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God 

proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led 

by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in 

the world. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord have mercy.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 

the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN         The Rev. Brenda Maynor 
 

THE READING:  

A Reading from Romans 3:19-28     
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be 

justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 

law comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  

For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did 

this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 

had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 

present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one 

who has faith in Jesus. 
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  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 

that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person 

is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SOLO 

Endlich, endlich wird mein Joch       Johann Sebastian Bach 

from Ich will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen, BWV 56      (1685-1750) 
 

Tim Flynn, bass 

Anna Mattix, oboe 
 

Joyful, joyful, now am I, for my yoke must fall away from me. 

Then I will I fight with the Lord's strength, 

Then I will have an eagle's power, 

Then I will journey from this earth 

And run without becoming fatigued. 

O let it happen today! 

 

Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 

my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, 

and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 

do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent 

place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the 

Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                     The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

SERMON MEDITATION    

Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort BuxWV 185    Dietrich Buxtehude  
  (1668-1707) 

 

Please stand, if able. 
 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM – CONFIRMATION 

  

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 

the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A 

representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. 

Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your 

truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us 

the working of the Holy Spirit.  We pray for our ecumenical and inter-

faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the Network of Religious 

Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, 

Parkside, the Community of Good Neighbors and Holy Trinity.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we 

care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all 

peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially 

in our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and 

protect all in harm’s way.  We pray for all those serving in the armed 

forces and for their families.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 

Grant healing touch to those who are ill.  We pray for those impacted 

by injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, and all those we 

name out loud, and in (or in the silence) the prayers of our hearts and 

our minds. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give 

thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, 

especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the 

church. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all 

for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

We ask that you remain at your seat. 

You may share the sign of peace  

with a head nod or peace sign. 

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

THE OFFERING 

Offerings and tithes may be left in the offering plate  

located at the exit. 
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SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Großer Herr, o starker König         Johann Sebastian Bach 

from Weihnachts-Oratorium BWV 248        (1685-1750) 
 

Tim Flynn, bass 

Mark Filsinger, trumpet 
 

Great Lord, O powerful King, 

Dearest Savior, O how little, 

You care about the glories of the Earth! 

He who sustains the entire world, 

Who created its magnificence and beauty, 

Must sleep in a harsh manger. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before 

us these gifts of your good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly 

banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us 

forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the 

bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.    

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

We give you thanks, O God, through Jesus Christ, your beloved son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to 

proclaim to us your will. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection we take this bread 

and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 

before you today and to serve you as your priestly people. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 

all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

Please follow Pastor’s instructions on the distribution of communion 

All are welcome to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. At this 

time we will be serving communion in a contact-less manner. In your pews you will find 

pre-packaged grape juice and wafers (gluten free are available, please see an usher at the 

entrance). The wafer can be found at the top of the cup (lift up the top, clear layer) and you 

will be invited to eat the wafer at the word, "The body of Christ given to you." You may 

then open the grape juice and drink at the word, "The blood of Christ given to you." Please 

leave the used and unused communion cups in the pews. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us 

with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us 

from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 

vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead 

you into the way of truth and life.  Amen. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less “Melita”         ELW 597
                    (vs. 1 & 4) 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Remember the poor.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott BuxWV 184      Dietrich Buxtehude 
               (1668-1707) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please wait until after the music to leave the church building 

beginning with those seated closest to the Main Street doors 

(back of church). 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

In order to follow NYS guidelines,  

we are unable to host coffee and refreshments 

after service until further notice. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE BACK: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of 

flowers gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our 

congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones.  Looking ahead, 

the following date is available: November 29 - 2 vases. Please contact 

Linda Schmidt with your request for these or any other specific date 

during the year. She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 

716-835-3325. Vases are currently $40.00 each.  

 

HOLY CONVERSATIONS SERIES: An opportunity to take a 

"deeper dive" into the issues of today. Our First Session is this 

Wednesday, October 28 at 7:00pm via Zoom.  Our topic is: "Racial 

Justice and the Church".  The ELCA stated at the 2019 Churchwide 

Assembly: "As persons called to love one another as God has loved 

us, we therefore proclaim our commitment to speak with one voice 

against racism and white supremacy. We stand with those who are 

targets of racist ideologies and actions."  Presentations and dialogue 

will include information on terms such as "white privilege" and 

"racism" followed by a question and answer session.  

Join us on Zoom at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81096124446?pwd=aHJrQ2VVc3h4TFRo

RHdVaG12SXF6dz09.   

Meeting ID: 810 9612 4446.  Passcode: 873974 

  

 

ANNUAL COMMITMENT: The Stewardship Committee thanks all 

of you for your continued support.  Please fill out your commitment 

card and return it either in person on a Sunday or by mailing to the 

church office. 

  

 

mailto:msmarylschmidt@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81096124446?pwd=aHJrQ2VVc3h4TFRoRHdVaG12SXF6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81096124446?pwd=aHJrQ2VVc3h4TFRoRHdVaG12SXF6dz09
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AMAZON SMILE: With the holidays approaching we would like to 

remind everyone to select Holy Trinity Lutheran Church as the charity 

for AMAZON SMILE.  This will ensure that a donation to HT will be 

made with each of your purchases through AMAZON SMILES. 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

HOLIDAY BASKETS: The Fellowship & Hospitality Committee will 

once again be collecting food and cash donations for our holiday 

baskets. All non-perishable food items will be used for the baskets. 

Cash donations to help provide gift certificates and can be sent to the 

church office and designated “holiday baskets”.  Thank you for your 

donations. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30 

am.  Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740.  Password 849195. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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Today’s ushers are Paul Biesinger and Karen Kolb.  Worship 

Assistants are Robert Mann, Timothy Yap and Griffin Miller.  

 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Sandra 

Walker by her grandsons Christian Johnson, Gabriel and David 

Behrens; In Loving Memory of Ruth and Jack Alexander and Jo and 

Bud Hunt with love from The Hunt Family; In Loving Memory of 

their mother Carolyn Hughes by Karen Saona and her brothers Bob, 

Carl and Don Hughes; and In Honor of Helen and Martin Wright’s 

53rd Wedding Anniversary given by Kristen, Matthew, Avery and 

Clayton Best and Karen, Tim, Kyle and Cameron Taylor. 
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Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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