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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 

Christ the King Sunday 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Share your story!  

Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.   

Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!  

Find us on Facebook at:  

Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the 

end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, 

naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, 

weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of 

Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. 

Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in 

our loving words and deeds. 

 

PRELUDE  

Beside the Still Waters             Gweneth Walker  
This music is based upon the folk-prayer,             (b. 1947) 

“Beside Still Waters,” inspired by the 23rd Psalm 
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RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of  

water in front of you, to remember our baptism. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the 

sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! “Coronation”               ELW 634 
              (vs. 1 & 6) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, 

and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom 

to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have 

made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN         The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

THE READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24    

The first reading for Christ the King Sunday is recorded in Ezekiel, 

the 34h Chapter. 
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will 

seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are 

among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 

them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and 

gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 

land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed 

them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be 

their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they 

shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be 
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the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 

Lord GOD.  
 

16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 

up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 

strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with 

flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 

until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 

shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 

shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, 

the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE SOLO 

The Lord’s My Shepherd                              Bob Chilcott 
Text: Psalm 23, The Scottish Psalter, 1650                      (b. 1955)        
 

Dr. Aurora Deeds, soprano 
 

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want.  He makes me down to lie in pastures green: 

he leadeth me the quiet waters by, the quiet waters by. 

My soul he doth restore again; and me to walk doth make within the paths of 

righteousness, 

e'en for his own name's sake, e'en for his own name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale, yet will I fear no ill: 

for thou art with me and thy rod and staff comfort still. 

My table thou has furnished in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows, overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me:  

And in my Father's heart alway my dwelling place shall be, 

my dwelling place shall be, my dwelling place shall be. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his 

glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 

glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 

goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And 

when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And 

the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family you did it to 

me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you 

did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and 

in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 

the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  
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46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                     The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Contemplation on Tallis Canon       Richard Purvis 
(1913 - 1994) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the 

outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those 

around us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we 

seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served.  We pray for 

our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the 

Network of Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: 

Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and 

Holy Trinity.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of 

creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways that are 

sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities 

for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and 

reconciliation.  We pray for all those serving in the armed forces and 

for their families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from 

systems of oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your 

image in those whose dignity we have stripped away.  We pray for 

those impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, 

and all those we name out loud, and in (or in the silence) the prayers 

of our hearts and our minds.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the 

church. Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, 

and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the 

naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may 

see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that 

day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will 

reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Domine Deus from Gloria                Antonio Vivaldi 
                 (1678 – 1741) 
 

Dr/ Aurora Deeds, soprano 
 

Lord God, Heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.  Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims 

us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you 

reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come “St. George’s, Windsor”   ELW 693 
               (vs. 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL  

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Nun Danket Alle Gott         Paul Manz  
(Now Thank We All Our God)                                                                          (1919 - 2009) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Thomas,  

Anna and Abby Lonergan by Pat Lonergan; and In Honor of the 

Richard J. Lee Family and to commemorate the one year anniversary 

of the death of grandson, Dakota Jacob Lee, April 25, 1995 – October 

12, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE:  Online Live, Wednesday, 

November 25 at Noon at holytrinitybuffalo.org and Facebook, with 

special viewing on Facebook at 6:30pm. Join us for this special time 

of prayer and music as we give thanks to God for seeing us through 

this time and being our ever-present help in times of need.  

 

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed November 26 and 27 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

HOLIDAY BASKETS: The Fellowship & Hospitality Committee will 

once again be collecting food and cash donations for our holiday 

baskets. Last year we filled ten baskets with non-perishable food 

items, gift certificates, and other items.  We hope to do the same this 

season.  All non-perishable food items will be used for the baskets and 

may be dropped off to the church office during regular business hours.  

Please call the church office to arrange a delivery time.  Cash 

donations to help provide gift certificates can be sent to the church 

office and designated “holiday baskets”.  Thank you for your 

donations. 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Once again the congregation is being 

asked to contribute toward the purchase of poinsettias which will be 

placed in the chancel for Christmas.  Flowers are $10 each and may be 

given in memory or honor of someone.  Order forms can be found in 

the church paper, in the weekly email, or by calling the church office, 

and completed forms may be mailed to the church office. 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY – COMMUNITY OF GOOD 

NEIGHBORS – The Community of Good Neighbors is looking for 

volunteers to help pack grocery bags for siblings in Christ and Faith 

on the East Side of Buffalo through the CGN Food Pantry. Volunteers 

gather each Wednesday morning at Grace Lutheran Church 174 

Cazenovia St., Buffalo from 8-9:30am. Please call Pr. Kwame Pitts at 

716-553-0219. 

 

AMAZON SMILE: With the holidays approaching we would like to 

remind everyone to select Holy Trinity Lutheran Church as the charity 

for AMAZON SMILE.  This will ensure that a donation to HT will be 

made with each of your purchases through AMAZON SMILE. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30 

am at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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