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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Share your story!  

Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.   

Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!  

Find us on Facebook at:  

Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed 

in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from 

the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to 

dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the 

waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive 

the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 

PRELUDE  

Variations on "Das alte Yahr"           Wilbur Held  
(The Old Year Has Passed Away)          (1914-2015) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of  

water in front of you, to remember our baptism. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the 

sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

Cold December Flies Away “El Desembre Congelat”           ELW 299 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in 

all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN         The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

THE READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14    

The first reading for the Second Sunday of Christmas is recorded in 

Jeremiah, the 31st Chapter. 
7Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
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 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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THE SOLO 

Low, How a Rose E'er Blooming        Traditional German Carol 
                                                               from Kölner Gesangbuch, 1599 

                                                                      arr by Richard Walters 
 

Carolyn Lansom, alto 
David Levine, violin 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

As men of old have sung. 

It came, a flow'ret bright, 

Amid the cold of winter 

When half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind: 

With Mary we behold it, 

The virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 

She bore to men a Savior 

When half-spent was the night. 

 

GOSPEL: John 1: 10-18 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace.  
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17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 

Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                     The Rev. Brenda Maynor 
 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Peace             Sigurd M. Øgaard  
       (b. 1978) 

David Levine, violin 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest 

parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be 

overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with 

goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory.  We 

pray for our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the 

Network of Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: 

Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and 

Holy Trinity.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your 

splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from 

coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. 

Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of 

those who serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the 

needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s 

way and those risking danger for the sake of others.  We pray for all 

those serving in the armed forces and their families.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel 

far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic 

and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who 

labor under the weight of pain or sickness.  We pray for those 

impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, and all 

those we name out loud, or in the silence of our hearts and our minds.   

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice 

and reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse 

of power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help 

us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have 

died in faith. With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In 

the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 

these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

What Songs Were Sung             John Jacob Niles  

(1892 - 1980) 

 

Carolyn Lansom, alto 
 

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, 

When Mary birthed her own sweet Son and peace and love became one. 
 

The Son of God, as scriptures said, was virgin born in a tiny shed, 

Where simple shepherds stood hard by while heav'nly sound filled up the sky. 
 

Now let us stand, uncovered all, before this crèche in lowly stall, 
Where kings and angels dignify God's gift, His Son, in humility. 
 

We do not know, we cannot tell what songs were sung, what starlight fell, 

Or why the holy mystery stands for so many years in so many lands. 
 

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, 

When Mary birthed her own sweet Son and peace and love became one. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.   

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

From Heaven Above “Vom Himmel hoch”   ELW 268 (vs. 1, 13-14) 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her        Johann Pachelbel 
(1653 - 1706) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Mazie and 

Foster Narefood from The Fleming Family; and In Honor of the 5th 

birthdays of our granddaughters Charlotte and Genevieve from Ron 

and Donna Leiser. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 
 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

POINSETTIAS:  Christmas flowers are now available.  Please call the 

church office to set up a time to pick up your flowers. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The annual meeting will take 

place on Sunday, January 24, 2021.  Please call the church office if 

you would like a copy of the proposed 2021 budget or the proposed 

Constitution amendment. 
 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Bible Study will be on a 

Christmas break, but will return January 11, 2021.  

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour will also be on a Christmas 

break, but will return January 8, 2021. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

 
 

 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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