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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Share your story!  

Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.   

Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!  

Find us on Facebook at:  

Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 

moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the 

Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon 

us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on 

Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

PRELUDE  

Chant de Paix from Neuf Pièces         Jean Langlais  
(1907 - 1991) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of  

water in front of you, to remember our baptism. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the 

sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! “Wie Schön Leuchtet”     ELW 308 
               (vs. 1 & 2) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves 

over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by 

your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN       The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

THE READING: Genesis 1:1-5    

The first reading for the Baptism of Our Lord is recorded in Genesis, 

the 1st Chapter. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God 

said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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THE SOLO 

Sure on This Shining Night from Four Songs, Op. 13 No. 3     Samuel Barber  

Text: James Agee (1909 – 1955)          (1910-1981) 
 

Kyle Van Schoonhoven, tenor 
 

Sure on this shining night 
Of starmade shadows round, 
Kindness must watch for me 
This side the ground. 
 

The late year lies down the north. 
All is healed, all is health. 
High summer holds the earth. 
Hearts all whole. 
 

Sure on this shining night 
I weep for wonder 
Wandering far alone 
Of shadows on the stars. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

The holy gospel according to Saint Mark  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of 

the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like 

a dove on him.  
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11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 
 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Prière from Vingt-quatre Pièces         Jean Langlais  
(1907 - 1991) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 

for the church, the world, and all people in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the 

Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins.  We pray for our 

ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the Network of 

Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North 

Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things 

on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful 

stewards care for all God has made, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both 

day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all 

people to use their strength wisely.  For the leadership of our nation.  

We pray for all those serving in the armed forces and their families, let 

us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned 

and those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide 

companionship, for all who suffer, that God shower compassion.  We 

pray for those impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the 

pandemic, and all those we name out loud, or in the silence of our 

hearts and our minds, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the congregation as we worship in our homes, for students 

returning to school and those who continue with distanced learning, 

for those seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of 

God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their 

labors, that their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us 

pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for 

the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Beim Schlafengehen, from The Four Last Songs           Richard Strauss  

(1864 - 1949) 
 

Sarah Cambridge, soprano 
 

Now that the day has made me so tired, 

my dearest longings shall 

be accepted kindly by the starry night 

like a weary child. 
 

Hands, cease your activity, 

head, forget all of your thoughts; 

all my senses now 

will sink into slumber. 
 

And my soul, unobserved, 

will float about on untrammeled wings 

in the enchanted circle of the night, 

living a thousandfold more deeply. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

All Who Believe and Are Baptized “Es ist das Heil”    ELW 442 (vs. 1 & 2)  
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Wie schön lechtet der Morgenstern, P. 46       Johann Pachelbel 
                  (1653 – 1706) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The flowers on the altar are given In Honor of Timmy’s 13th birthday 

by Jeff and Jen Yap; and In Honor of our son Jeffrey’s 50th birthday 

by Ron and Donna Leiser. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS will meet today at 2:00 via the Canvas 

classroom.  Please log-in at least 5 minutes before the start of class so 

that we may promptly start at 2 and work out any tech difficulties that 

may arise. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of flowers 

gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our 

congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones.  Looking ahead, 

the following date is available - January 31st - 2 vases.  Please contact 

Linda Schmidt with your request for these or any other specific date 

during the year. She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 

716-835-3325. Vases are currently $40.00 each.  

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30 

am at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

mailto:msmarylschmidt@gmail.com
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: The annual meeting will take 

place on Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 12:00pm.  Please call the 

church office if you would like a copy of the proposed 2021 budget or 

the proposed Constitution amendment.  Below is the Zoom meeting 

information: 

 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82828036401?pwd=UU0yb0VnTXIyNVg5

SXlHdWttVngvZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 828 2803 6401 

Passcode: 308726 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 828 2803 6401 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kceNBSNTQ 

 

We will hold a practice Congregational Meeting on  

Sunday, January 17 at 12:00pm and  

Wednesday, January 20 at 7:00pm.  

This will give you a chance to familiarize yourself with zoom  

and the process of the congregational meeting.  

Click Here to access the Practice Meeting. 
(Call in information is the same as above) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82828036401?pwd=UU0yb0VnTXIyNVg5SXlHdWttVngvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82828036401?pwd=UU0yb0VnTXIyNVg5SXlHdWttVngvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kceNBSNTQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82828036401?pwd=UU0yb0VnTXIyNVg5SXlHdWttVngvZz09
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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