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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 8:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.  
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us.  

We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 
welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 

sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 
us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 

 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 

food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 

Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 

meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

PRELUDE  

Alleluias                              Robert Lau  
                  (b. 1943) 

 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain “Gaudeamus Pariter”   ELW 363 
    (vs. 1 & 5) 

 

 

 
 



 5 
 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt 

us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may 

live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE READING: Acts 3:12-19   

The first reading for the Third Sunday of Easter is recorded in Acts, 

the 3rd Chapter. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at 

this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety 

we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant 

Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, 

though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you 

killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 

are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 

man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 

Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 

also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 

through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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THE SOLO 

Draw near, all ye people! Lord God of Abraham    Felix Mendelssohn 
 from Elijah           (1809 – 1847) 

Shane Keyes, baritone 
 

Draw near, all ye people, to me! 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; this day let it be known that Thou art God, 

and I am thy servant! Lord God of Abraham! O shew to all this people that I have 

done these things according to Thy word! O hear me, Lord, and answer me, o hear 

me, Lord, and answer me! Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; O hear me and 

answer me; and shew this people that Thou art Lord God; and let their hearts again 

be turned! 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 

The holy gospel according to Saint Luke  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace 

be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 

were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 

why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; 

see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 

here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 

and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law 

of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 

to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Victory                           Alan Bullard  
                  (b. 1947) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions 

and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the 

scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in 

the name of Jesus to all nations.  We pray for our ecumenical and 

inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the Network of Religious 

Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, 

Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity.  Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out 

of your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of 

restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and 

sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many 

call on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the 

peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and 

local leaders of people. We pray for all those serving in the armed 

forces and their families.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in 

their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your 

compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness. Be close to 

the hearts of the lonely.  We pray for those impacted by injustice, 

those on the front line of the pandemic, and all those we name out 

loud, or in the silence of our hearts and our minds.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called 

the children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this 

community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual 

love and bold witness. We pray for your daughters and sons, including 

the children of our community and especially Wyatt and Jonathan. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as 

you are. We thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace 

you have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Let Us Break Bread Together        African-American Spiritual 
         Arr. Richard Walters 

 

Shane Keyes, baritone 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees,  

when I fall on my knees with my face the risin' sun, oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

Let us drink wine together on our knees,  

when I fall on my knees with my face to the risin' sun, oh, Lord, have mercy on me. 

Let us praise God together on our knees,  

when I fall down on my knees, with my face to the risin' sun, oh, Lord, have mercy 

on me. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.   

Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 
 
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds “Lasst uns Erfreuen”   ELW 367 
                  (vs. 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

Gaudeamus pariter                     Robert Bucklee Farlee  
                   (b. 1950) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Arthur and 

Dorothy York from their Families; and In Loving Memory of parents 

Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Claus and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schopp by 

Gwendolyn Schopp.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Wyatt Billingsley and Jonathan Fleming. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of flowers 

gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our 

congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones.  Looking ahead, 

the following date has two vases available – May 23rd.  Please contact 

Linda Schmidt with your request for these or any other specific date 

during the year. She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 

716-835-3325. Vases are currently $40.00 each.  

 

PLANT SALE: The pick-up date for the LYO plant sale will be 

Saturday, May 15 from 10:30am to 12:00pm.   
 

PORTER FARMS CSA Registration is now open.  Porter Farms now 

has online registration and you can sign-up for a share of the CSA by 

visiting https://www.porterfarms.org/join-our-csa. Standard (Mail-In) 

Registration is still available and you can find instructions as well as a 

registration form by visiting https://www.porterfarms.org/join-our-csa. 

2021 Pricing is as follows; Large Share is $475 or a Small Share for 

$375 for pick-up at the farm or from a Buffalo distribution site.  At 

this time, Holy Trinity does not have a coordinator for the usual Holy 

Trinity distribution/pick-up, however, there are several sites available 

around Buffalo. If you are interested in serving as the coordinator for 

Holy Trinity, please contact Pastor Brenda. 
 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 
 

 

mailto:msmarylschmidt@gmail.com
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email
https://www.porterfarms.org/join-our-csa
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MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30  

at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 
 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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