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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 

Ascension Sunday 

Celebrating our 143rd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 8:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that 

the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to 

not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we 

proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our 

faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

PRELUDE  

Lux Arterna                   Franklin D. Ashdown  
                   (b. 1942) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness “Nettleton”           ELW 843 
               (vs. 1 & 3) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in 

your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all 

the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, 

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE READING: Acts 1:1-11   

The first reading for Ascension Sunday is recorded in Acts, the 1st 

Chapter. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 

Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented 

himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While 

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have 

heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this 

the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It 

is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
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9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SOLO 

I Send My Heart Up to Thee, Op. 44, No. 3           Amy Beach 

 from Three Browning Songs                (1867 – 1944) 
 

Carolyn Lansom, mezzo- soprano  
 

I send my heart up to Thee, all my heart In this my singing, For the stars help me, 

and the sea, and the sea bears part;  The very night is clinging Closer to Venice' 

streets to leave one space Above me, whence thy face May light my joyous heart to 

Thee, to Thee its dwelling place. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 

The holy gospel according to Saint Luke  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words 

that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 

about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 

is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 

all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 

things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 

so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high.” 
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  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, 

he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Intermezzo from Douze Courtes Pièces Op. 43, No. 3      Rachel Laurin  
       (b. 1961) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You call the whole church on earth to worship and bless you. 

Empower your church to bear joyful witness to your love made known 

in Jesus Christ.  We pray for our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in 

VOICE Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, and the 

Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of 

Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You have fashioned a habitat for all your creatures and you fill the 

earth with your glory. Give rain where it is needed and rescue those 

inundated by floods. Mend what we have torn in the fabric of creation 

and replenish and nourish your world.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. 

Give those in authority the spirit of your love, so that all who are 

hungry and poor receive food and resources, and all people flourish 

and live in peace.  We pray today for the people of Palestine and 

Israel, and we pray for all men and women serving in the armed forces 

and their families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted. Attend to 

the cares and needs of the hurting and hopeless in our congregation, 

community, workplaces, schools, and families. We pray for those 

impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, and all 

those we name out loud, or in the silence of our hearts and our 

minds…  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts, and 

given us a share of the immeasurable greatness of your power. Help us 

love one another, be reconciled where we are divided, and share the 

riches of your grace with our neighbors. We pray for your daughters 

and sons, including the children of our community and especially 

Jacob and Aislin.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In raising Christ from the dead, you put your great power to work in 

the world. Raise us and all who have died in the faith with Christ. We 

remember saints in our lives and in our community. Thank you for 

their gifts among us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing        Arr. Richard Walters  

        (b. 1965) 
 

Carolyn Lansom, mezzo-soprano 
 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing Tune my heart to sing Thy grace Streams of 

mercy, never ceasing Call for songs of loudest praise Teach me some melodious 

sonnet Sung by flaming tongues above Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it Mount of 

Thy redeeming love 

Here I raise my Ebenezer Here there by Thy great help I've come And I hope, by 

Thy good pleasure Safely to arrive at home Jesus sought me when a stranger 

Wandering from the fold of God He, to rescue me from danger Interposed His 

precious blood 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I'm constrained to be Let that goodness like a 

fetter Bind my wandering heart to Thee Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it Prone to 

leave the God I love Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it Seal it for Thy courts 

above 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Son of God, Eternal Savior “In Babilone”         ELW 655 
                  (vs. 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE        

Heut' triumpieret Gottes Sohn        Johann Sebastian Bach  
(Today God's Son Triumphs) BWV 630         (1685-1750) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of our parents 

Anthony J. and Vera B. DeSabio by their Family; and In Loving 

Memory of Thomas Barney, Sr. by the Barney Family.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Jacob Brown and Aislin Campbell. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

LANDSCAPING OF CHURCH GROUNDS: Thank you to all our 

volunteers who helped plant the flowers on the church grounds 

yesterday. 

 

CONFIRMATION will take place next Sunday during the 10:30 

service.  This year we celebrate Adrianna Wareham and Ryan Wolf.  

We hope that you will keep these young people in your prayers.  It is 

also Pentecost Sunday, so don’t forget to wear red.  

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30  

at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 
 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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CAREGIVERS: Holy Trinity has been invited to participate in a pilot 

program evaluating the needs and support of caregivers in our 

community. If you are (or think you are) a caregiver, please take a 

minute to find out your intensity score. Caring for a loved one is an 

honor…it can also be really hard.  Often, we don’t think of ourselves 

as caregivers – we just see ourselves as sons, daughters, neighbors, 

friends just helping out however we can.  And in taking care of others, 

we forget to check in on ourselves, especially when things are feeling 

intense.  That intensity around caregiving can be measured – we all 

have a score.  Take a minute and get your Caregiver Intensity Score by 

clicking here: https://www.archangels-cii.me/flobny2/.  You can see 

where things are going well, where you could use more support, and 

even get connected to things that can help.  We have also included a 

place for you to share with us what would be helpful to you as a 

caregiver (look for the big purple box at the bottom of the page, 

after you get your score). We want to hear from you! 

Most of all, we want you to know you are not alone.  As a community, 

we want to say: we see you, THANK YOU for the essential work you 

are doing, and we are here to support you however you may need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archangels-cii.me/flobny2/
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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