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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, May 30, 2021 

The Holy Trinity 

Celebrating our 143rd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 8:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, 

before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this 

is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an 

everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and 

God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 

 

PRELUDE  

Prelude on 'Nicea'           Healey Willan  
            (1880 - 1968) 
 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 

which we live.  We turn to our own understanding rather than 

trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 

words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you 

are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity “Kingsfold”         ELW 412 
                   (vs. 1 & 4) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 

eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-

Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, 

and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless 

joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE READING: Isaiah 6:1-8   

The first reading for Holy Trinity Sunday is recorded in Isaiah, the 6th 

Chapter. 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 

high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs 

were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 

covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two 

they flew. 3And one called to another and said: 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  

     the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 

and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, 

for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 

lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 

been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my 

mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your 

guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”  
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8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SOLO 

The Call from Five Mystical Songs                 Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Text: George Herbert (1593–1633)                        (1872 - 1958) 

 

Timothy Flynn, bass 
 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: Such a Way, as gives us breath: 

Such a Truth, as ends all strife: Such a Life, as killeth death. 
 

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: Such a Light, as shows a feast: 

Such a Feast, as mends in length: Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: Such a Joy, as none can move: 

Such a Love, as none can part: Such a Heart, as joyes in love. 

 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 

Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 

these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 

God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second 

time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what 

is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 

from or where it goes.  
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So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to 

him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 

what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have 

told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Trinitias                  Wannes Vanderhoeven  
       (b. 1971) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

 



 8 
 
 

 

 

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize 

and renew us, that we may be reborn once again through the waters of 

baptism and the blowing wind of your Spirit. We pray for our 

ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the Network of 

Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North 

Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for 

cedar and oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they 

work towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray 

for all those serving in the armed forces and their families. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and 

survivors of trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with 

PTSD or any other mental health concerns.  We pray for our friend 

Gene Buell, who has entered Hospice care, those impacted by 

injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, and all those we 

name out loud or in the silence of our hearts and our minds… Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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We pray for this worshiping community, that the splendor of your 

majesty and the holiness of your mystery may be glorified through our 

worship and our relationships with one another. We pray for your 

daughters and sons, including the children of our community and 

especially Jayceon and Bella.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith, 

especially this day we remember the life, love, and faith of Rodney 

Hensel and Robert Kasper. We remember also those whose lives have 

been lost due to the horrors of war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

 



 10 
 
 

 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Ev'ry Time I Feel the Spirit                         African-American Spiritual 
                                                                                         arr. Harry T. Burleigh (1866 - 1949) 
 

Timothy Flynn, bass 
 

(Refrain) Ev'ry time I feel the Spirit movin' in my heart I will pray. 

Ev'ry time I feel the Spirit movin' in my heart I will pray.  
Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, Out of His mouth came fire an' smoke. 
Jordan River, chilly an' cold, Chill the body but not the soul. (Refrain) 
All around me look so shine Ask me Lord if all was mine.   
Ain't but one train runs this track, It runs to Heaven and runs right back. (Refrain) 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.  

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! “Nicea”     ELW 413 
                  (vs. 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE        

Fanfare and Trumpet Tune on 'Nicea'         Christopher Tambling  
(1964 - 2015) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Karen 

Howard from her husband Fred, her children and grandchildren.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Jayceon and Bella Bradley. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

RE-OPENING TO TWO SERVICES:  Beginning Sunday, June 6, we 

will be holding two in-person services at 8:30am and 10:30am in the 

Main Church.  Social distancing and masks will still be required.  

There will be an opening and closing hymn of two verses each, which 

the congregation will be invited to softly sing along.  The livestream 

will be available during the 10:30 service, or you may watch the 

service at a later time that may be more convenient. 
 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30  

at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 
 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: VBS is July 26-30! As we are 

planning this year's VBS "River of Life" we are looking at whether we 

can hold VBS in-person/hybrid safely or whether we will hold VBS 

fully remote as we did last year. We are asking you to fill out the 

following surveys so we can gauge interest and willingness/ 

comfortability with attending in-person VBS. For those with younger 

ones (completed Pre-K through 6th grade) we ask that you fill out this 

survey: https://forms.gle/kyNxoDxK4kNEs8Du9. For those who 

would be willing to serve as volunteers please fill out this 

survey: https://forms.gle/2q5J4vYA2earRUrB8. Please know that we 

will be following the CDC Guidelines for Summer Youth Day Camps 

(updated 4/2021). Please contact Pastor Brenda with any questions or 

concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/kyNxoDxK4kNEs8Du9
https://forms.gle/2q5J4vYA2earRUrB8
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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