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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Service of the Word 8:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. 

We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of 

servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 

Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which 

Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. 

This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the 

Spirit. 

 

PRELUDE  

Rhosymedre             Ralph Vaughan-Williams  
 from Three Preludes Founded on Welsh Hymn Tunes    (1872 - 1958) 
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RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 



 4 
 
 

 

OPENING HYMN  

Our Father, by Whose Name “Rhosymedre”              ELW 640 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 

you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 

all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE READING: Acts 10:44-48   

The first reading for the Sixth Sunday of Easter is recorded in Acts, 

the 10th Chapter. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 

heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 

were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 

even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 

baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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THE SOLO 

Laudate Dominum, Psalm 117          Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  
from Vesperae solennes de confessore           (1756 – 1791) 
 

Dr. Aurora Deeds, soprano 
 

Praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise him, all ye peoples.  For his merciful kindness is 

ever more and more toward us; and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.  Praise the 

Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 

in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 

not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from 

my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 

you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 
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SERMON MEDITATION 

Meditation on ‘Easter Hymn’           Michael Bedford  

       (b. 1949) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen 

the bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the 

Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus 

Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. We 

pray for our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the 

Network of Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City Cluster: 

Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, and 

Holy Trinity.    Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing 

for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures 

of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join 

with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with 

undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and 

give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in 

peace.  We pray especially for all the men and women serving in the 

armed forces and their families. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be 

present with those who are sick or suffering. Provide for those needing 

homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to 

these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying.  We pray for 

those impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, 

and all those we name out loud, or in the silence of our hearts and our 

minds…  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious God, we give thanks to you for the divine gift of motherhood 

in all its diverse forms. Bless all the mothers among us today; for our 

own mothers, those living and those who have passed away; for the 

mothers who loved us and for those who fell short of loving us fully; 

for all who hope to be mothers someday and for those whose hope to 

have children has been frustrated; for all mothers who have lost 

children; for all women and men who have mothered others in any 

way, those who have been our substitute mothers and we who have 

done so for those in need. We continue to pray for the children of our 

community and especially for Madalyn and Killian. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love 

throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (Lobe den Herren)    Arr. Richard Walters 
Text: Psalm 103, adapted                                                                        (b. 1965) 
 

Dr. Aurora Deeds, soprano 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

Come, ye who hear, brothers and sisters draw near, 

Praise Him in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen all that is needful hath been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee! 

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

Ponder anew all the Almighty can do 

He who with love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen sound from His people again; 

Gladly for aye we adore Him. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to 

love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee “Hymn to Joy”       ELW 836 
                  (vs. 1 & 3) 
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DISMISSAL  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE        

At Easter-tide,        Charles Villiers Stanford 
Six Occasional Preludes Op. 182, No. 3                  (1852 - 1924) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Genevieve 

Kryszczuk by Joe, Martha, Jim and Kara Kryszczuk; In Loving 

Memory of my parents Clifford and June Hehr by David Hehr; and In 

Loving Memory of our father, Charles Crissey from his daughters.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Madalyn and Killian Brown. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

PLANT SALE: The pick-up date for the LYO plant sale will be 

Saturday, May 15 from 10:30am to 12:00pm.   
 

LANDSCAPING OF CHURCH GROUNDS: The Fellowship and 

Hospitality Committee is asking for volunteers on Saturday, May 15 

for a day of planting at the church from 10:00am to 1:00pm.  Hot dogs 

will be served for all who volunteer. 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30  

at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 
 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

 

 

 

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email
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CAREGIVERS: Holy Trinity has been invited to participate in a pilot 

program evaluating the needs and support of caregivers in our 

community. If you are (or think you are) a caregiver, please take a 

minute to find out your intensity score. Caring for a loved one is an 

honor…it can also be really hard.  Often, we don’t think of ourselves 

as caregivers – we just see ourselves as sons, daughters, neighbors, 

friends just helping out however we can.  And in taking care of others, 

we forget to check in on ourselves, especially when things are feeling 

intense.  That intensity around caregiving can be measured – we all 

have a score.  Take a minute and get your Caregiver Intensity Score by 

clicking here: https://www.archangels-cii.me/flobny2/.  You can see 

where things are going well, where you could use more support, and 

even get connected to things that can help.  We have also included a 

place for you to share with us what would be helpful to you as a 

caregiver (look for the big purple box at the bottom of the page, 

after you get your score). We want to hear from you! 

Most of all, we want you to know you are not alone.  As a community, 

we want to say: we see you, THANK YOU for the essential work you 

are doing, and we are here to support you however you may need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archangels-cii.me/flobny2/
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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