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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, June 13, 2021 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Celebrating our 143rd Anniversary 
 

Holy Communion - 8:30 &10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Following New York State guidelines, we kindly ask  

1.  that you keep your mask on during the duration of this service. 

2. that you follow the one way direction signs noted in the aisles. 

3. that our members and guests fill out the orange sheet for  

contact tracing purposes and leave at your seat in the pew. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 

of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God 

better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. 

Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are 

grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. 

It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power 

beyond our understanding. 
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VOLUNTARY  

Prelude on 'Beach Spring'             Wayne L. Wold  
                   (b. 1954) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters “Beach Spring”               ELW 445 
                (vs. 1 & 3) 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
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Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 

which we live.  We turn to our own understanding rather than 

trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 

words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you 

are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 

Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear 

your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

(10:30) 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN  The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

THE READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24   

The first reading for the Third Sunday after Pentecost is recorded in 

Ezekiel, the 17th Chapter. 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 
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 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SOLO 

With Verdure Clad from The Creation           Franz Josef Haydn 
    (1732 – 1809) 
 

Colleen Flynn, soprano 
 

With verdure clad the fields appear, Delightful to the ravish’d sense; By flowers 

sweet and gay Enhanced is the charming sight.  Here fragrant herbs their odours 

shed; Here shoots the healing plant.  With copious fruit th’ expanded boughs are 

hung; In leafy arches twine the shady groves; O’er lofty hills majestic forests wave. 

 

Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint Mark  
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26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 

seed on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the 

seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 

the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his 

sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or 

what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, 

when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 

earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 

shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 

able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he 

explained everything in private to his disciples. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                    The Rev. Brenda Maynor 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Deep River from Four Spirituals        Adolphus Hailstork  
                   (b. 1941) 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your 

church, so that the good news of your grace may root and grow 

throughout the world.  We pray for our ecumenical and inter-faith 

siblings in VOICE Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, 

and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community 

of Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. 

From the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new 

plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant 

them the ability to regard those under their charge with humility, 

dedicating their lives in service to others.  We pray for all those 

serving in the armed forces and their families.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide 

relief to those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially Daniel 

Friedman and family, and people trapped in cycles of poverty and 

homelessness.  We pray for those impacted by injustice, those on the 

front line of the pandemic, and all those we name out loud, or in the 

silence of our hearts and our minds…  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks 

and pray for our church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful 

noise that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of 

voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts.  We pray for 

your daughters and sons, including the children of our community and 

especially Alex and Carina.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now 

at home with you.  We remember the life, love, and faith of Gene 

Buell.  We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new 

creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 
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PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

We ask that you remain at your seat. 

You may share the sign of peace  

with a head nod or peace sign. 

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Offerings and tithes may be left in the offering plate  

located at the exit. 

 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

The Green Cathedral                              Carl Hahn 
Text: Gordon Johnstone (1876 - 1926)                (1874 - 1929) 
 

Colleen Flynn, soprano 
 

I know a green cathedral, a shadow'd forest shrine, 

Where leaves in love join hands above and arch your pray'r and mine; 

Within its cool depths sacred, the priestly cedar sighs, 

And the fir and pine lift arms divine unto the pure blue skies. 

In my dear green cathedral, there is a flowered seat.  

And choir loft in branched croft, where song of bird hymns sweet; 

And I like to dream at evening, when the stars its arches light, 

That my Lord and God treads its hallow'd sod, in the cool, calm peace of night. 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 

called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among 

us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive 

here, your body for the life of the world.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow     ELW 885 

  “Old Hundredth”  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heav’nly host;   

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

DIALOGUE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 14 
 
 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out 

to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

Please follow Pastor’s instructions on the distribution of communion 

All are welcome to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. At this 

time we will be serving communion in a contact-less manner. In your pews you will find 

pre-packaged grape juice and wafers (gluten free are available, please see an usher at the 

entrance). The wafer can be found at the top of the cup (lift up the top, clear layer) and you 

will be invited to eat the wafer at the word, "The body of Christ given to you." You may 

then open the grape juice and drink at the word, "The blood of Christ given to you." Please 

leave the used and unused communion cups in the pews. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in His grace.   

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 

we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now 

strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your name 

we pray.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

On What Has Now Been Sown “Darwall’s 148th”                  ELW 550 
                (vs. 1 & 3) 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Trumpet Tune in D            David N. Johnson  

(1922 - 1987) 

 

At the conclusion of the postlude, please exit the church building 

beginning with those seated closest to the Main Street doors 

(back of church). 
 

 

Per NYS guidelines,  

we will not be serving  

coffee and refreshments 

until further notice. 
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At 8:30 a.m. the usher is Gail Camilleri.  Worship assistant is Adam 

Hakansson.   

 

At 10:30 the ushers are Marty Bauer and Matt Brown.  Worship 

Assistant is Morgan Leiser.  

 

The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Elaine 

Fuhlbruck by Claire Carmer; In Celebration of our Wedding 

Anniversary by Ron and Donna Leiser; and In Celebration of Millie 

Nikischer’s 80th birthday by Mike and Jan Day.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Alexander Cialone and Carina Culross. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Pastor Lee is off today as a part of a scheduled week of continuing 

education where he took an online class through United Lutheran 

Seminary. He is serving this morning at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Tonawanda, officiating at the Installation of The Rev. 

Miranda Hammer.  We extend our prayers to our siblings in Christ at 

Good Shepherd. Pastor Lee will in the office this week and in Bible 

study tomorrow morning. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY: The newly formed Strategic 

Planning Team has developed a survey for our members and friends to 

share their thoughts on Holy Trinity.  We are inviting you to complete 

the survey and return by today.  The letter and survey can be found in 

the bulletin, the weekly email, or on the Holy Trinity website. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: VBS is July 26-30! As we are 

planning this year's VBS "River of Life" we are looking at whether we 

can hold VBS in-person/hybrid safely or whether we will hold VBS 

fully remote as we did last year. We ask that you fill out the following 

surveys, by June 20, so we can gauge interest and willingness/ 

comfortability with attending in-person VBS.  For those with younger 

ones (completed Pre-K through 6th grade) we ask that you fill out this 

survey: https://forms.gle/kyNxoDxK4kNEs8Du9. For those who 

would be willing to serve as volunteers please fill out this 

survey: https://forms.gle/2q5J4vYA2earRUrB8. Please know that we 

will be following the CDC Guidelines for Summer Youth Day Camps 

(updated 4/2021). Please contact Pastor Brenda with any questions. 

 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Each week via Zoom at 9:30  

at 

https://zoom.us/j/427428740?pwd=YlBZdUdLL3l4YU5QWnJUUTdk

Rlk4Zz09#success. Join via Zoom ID 427 428 740. Password 849195. 

https://forms.gle/kyNxoDxK4kNEs8Du9
https://forms.gle/2q5J4vYA2earRUrB8
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GOLF OUTING: All are welcome to join us for the Annual Holy 

Trinity Golf Outing on Monday, August 2 at Pendleton Creek Golf 

Club.  Cost for the day is $60 and includes a continental breakfast at 

8:00am, nine-hole scramble at 9:00am and a BBQ lunch at 12:00pm.  

The cost for lunch only is $15.  Checks should be made payable to 

“Holy Trinity Lutheran Church” and mailed/given to the church 

office.  Prize donations gratefully accepted. Pendleton Creek is located 

at 4391 Tonawanda Creek Road North, North Tonawanda 14120. 

Please see Guy Huber, Craig Johnson or call the church office to make 

your reservation. 

 

FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP Happy Hour – Join us each Friday via Zoom 

at 5:00pm.  We’ll meet together through safe physical-distancing 

while being able to check in with each other and enjoy the company.  

Bring your favorite beverage to the computer.  Zoom Meeting ID: 285 

453 435.  Password 299123. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

Drive-Thru Chiavetta's Chicken BBQ to Support Lutheran Charities!  

This event will be drive through only, and 100% of the funds raised 

goes directly to the community organizations we support. Dinner 

comes with chicken, roll and butter, potato salad, and cole slaw. Prices 

are $12 for pre-register and $13 day of. It will take place on 

Wednesday, June 23 at St. John Lutheran Church, 6540 Main Street 

3:00pm to 7:00pm or SOLD OUT. 
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ORGAN RECITAL 

 

Kristen Pomietlarz will present a Virtual Organ Recital  

on Holy Trinity's beloved Margaret L. Wendt Memorial Organ  

which will premiere on our MUSIC at  

Holy Trinity Facebook and YouTube pages  

Thursday evening, June 17th, at 7:00 pm. 
 

The 40-minute program will include: 

J.S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue in a minor BWV 543 
César Franck: Prelude, Fugue and Variation Op.18 

Craig Philips: Archangel Suite 
Adolphus Hailstork: Toccata on Great Day 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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