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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

Sunday, July 25, 2021 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Celebrating our 143rd Anniversary 
 

Holy Communion - 8:30 &10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

For the love of one another, we kindly ask  

1.  that you keep your mask on during the duration of this service. 

2. that our members and guests fill out the blue sheet and  

leave at your seat in the pew. 

We look forward to continuing to update our practices as we move forward. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which 

focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and 

two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to 

meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills 

that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to 

transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are 

satisfied. 
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VOLUNTARY  

Du, O schönes Weltgebäude!                Ethel Smyth 
from Short Chorale Preludes               (1858 - 1944) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty “Unser Herrscher”        ELW 533 
                 (vs. 1 - 3) 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 

which we live.  We turn to our own understanding rather than 

trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the 

words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you 

are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 

children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 

Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 

and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

(10:30) 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN       The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

THE READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44   

The first reading for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost is recorded in 

Kings, the 4th Chapter. 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits 

to [Elisha,] the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of 

grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them 

eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred 

people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for 

thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it 

before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of 

the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 
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(10:30) 

THE ANTHEM 

How Lovely are the Messengers          Felix Mendelssohn 
from St. Paul Op. 36, Part II           (1809-1847) 
 

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the Gospel of peace, 
to all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words, 
throughout all the lands their glad tidings. 

 

 

Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  
 

 

 

 

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea 

of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the 

signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and 

sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of 

the Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd 

coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages 

would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of 

his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a 

boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they 

among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” 

Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, 

about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he 

had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so 

also the fish, as much as they wanted.  
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12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered 

them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 

those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people 

saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the 

prophet who is to come into the world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him 

by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 

himself. 

  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into 

a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and 

Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a 

strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four 

miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 

and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 

afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately 

the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

SERMON MEDITATION 

Sarabande in d minor from Four Dances         Ethel Smyth (1858 - 1944) 
 

Hope Wilk, harp 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring 

congregations, for our ecumenical and inter-faith siblings in VOICE 

Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, and the Buffalo City 

Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community of Good Neighbors, 

and Holy Trinity. Empower churches throughout the world and 

encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in 

us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving 

works. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and 

come to the aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and 

barley crops grown for the nourishment of your people and conserve 

aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and 

corruption and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and 

humility. Inspire them with a vision of the common good and a 

commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed.  We pray for all 

those serving in the armed forces and their families.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are 

unemployed or underemployed, those unable to find affordable 

housing, and those without health insurance. Console those who 

grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing.  We 

pray for those impacted by injustice, those on the front line of the 

pandemic, and all those we name out loud, or in the silence of our 

hearts and our minds…  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to 

serve those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough 

resources for ministry, assure us of your abundance.  We pray for your 

daughters and sons, including the children of our community and 

especially Emma and Aidan.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them 

through all their days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the 

promise of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

We ask that you remain at your seat. 

You may share the sign of peace  

with a head nod or peace sign. 

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Offerings and tithes may be left in the offering plate  

located at the exit. 

 

SOLO AT THE OFFERING 

Minuet in D Major from Four Dances              Ethel Smyth (1858 – 1944) 
 

Hope Wilk, harp 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 

called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among 

us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive 

here, your body for the life of the world.  

Amen. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow     ELW 885 

  “Old Hundredth”  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heav’nly host;   

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out 

to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills 

of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

Please follow Pastor’s instructions on the distribution of communion 

All are welcome to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. At this 

time we will be serving communion in a contact-less manner. Please take your pre-

package communion cup that you received at the entrance (gluten free are available, please 

see an usher at the entrance). The wafer can be found at the top of the cup (lift up the top, 

clear layer) and you will be invited to eat the wafer at the word, "The body of Christ given 

to you." You may then open the grape juice and drink at the word, "The blood of Christ 

given to you." Please leave the used and unused communion cups in the pews. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in His grace.   

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than 

we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now 

strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your name 

we pray.   

Amen. 

 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

 

(10:30) 

ANTHEM AT THE BENEDICTION 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You      Peter C. Lutkin 
(1858 - 1931) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you,  
the Lord lift His countenance upon you; 
and give you peace,  
the Lord make His face to shine upon you,  
and be gracious unto you. 
Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing “The Ash Grove”                    ELW 547 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Toccata on ‘Amazing Grace’                 J. Christopher Pardini 

 
 

 

Please continue to leave your bulletin, communion cup 

and attendance sheet at your seat. 

We will collect everything following the service. 

 

 

 

Please join us in the front parking lot after the 10:30 service  

for a special coffee hour to celebrate 

Pastor Lee’s service  

to the congregation and community of Buffalo 
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Music Notes 

Ethel Smyth (b. 1858 London, England; d. 1944 Woking, England) 

Ethel Smyth was a twentieth-century British composer and a 

champion of women’s rights and female musicians. During her 

lifetime, she composed symphonies, choral works (musical pieces 

written for a choir), and operas including The Wreckers, 1906, and is 

most well known for The March of Women, an anthem for the 

women’s suffrage movement.  In 1922, she was named a Dame of the 

British Empire. 

 

She studied Brahmsian musical composition and music theory at 

Leipzig Conservatory in Germany beginning in 1877; her 

sophisticated music elicited rave reviews. In 1889, she returned to 

London and developed talents in multiple areas of composition, 

culminating in an oeuvre that included orchestral pieces, choral 

arrangements, chamber music, and six operas. She earned acclaim for 

her performance of Mass in D, which was enthusiastically received in 

London in 1893. Despite this success and her immense talent, she 

struggled to find musicians to perform her works because she was a 

woman. 

 

She ultimately gave up her music career due to her increased hearing 

loss. Smyth wrote about her life in several biographies, Impressions 

that Remained, 1919, and the memoir Streaks of Life, 1921, which 

captured her experiences in music, activism, and as an open lesbian, 

discussing her romantic involvements with famous women of her 

time, including Lady Pauline Trevelyan; the Empress Eugénie; heiress 

Winnaretta Singer; Lady Mary Ponsonby; writer Edith Somerville; 

and writer, Virginia Woolf. Smyth died in England in 1944 at the age 

of 86.  She remains a highly regarded female composer and a strong 

musical and political voice of the early twentieth century. 
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About Hope Wilk, harp 

 

Hope Wilk continues to be a fierce advocate for the expansion of harp 

repertoire. For over a decade, Hope has worked with composers to 

create new solo and chamber works for the harp, as well as 

transcribing her own arrangements of pieces from the classical music 

canon.  

 

Hope holds degrees from The Royal Conservatory's Glenn Gould 

School and the New England Conservatory of Music. As a soloist, she 

has garnered acclaim for her performance of Alberto Ginastera’s Harp 

Concerto, being titled first runner-up in concerto competitions with 

The Boston Pops and NEC Symphony. Most recently, Hope was a 

prize winner in the American Harp Society's National Competition: 

Young Professional Division.   

 

She currently serves as Guest Harpist with the Buffalo Philharmonic 

Orchestra. 
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY         

  

 SUNDAY, July 25, 2021 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Happy Birthday Chuck Ryniec 

    8:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion (MC) 

  10:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion (MC) 

  11:30 a.m.  Outside Reception for The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 MONDAY, July 26, 2021 

   8:30 a.m.  Vacation Bible School 

   6:00 p.m.  Gamblers Anonymous (RH) 

 TUESDAY, July 27, 2021  

   8:30 a.m.  Vacation Bible School 

   7:00 p.m.  Council Meeting via Zoom 

 WEDNESDAY, July 28, 2021  

   8:30 a.m.  Vacation Bible School 

 THURSDAY, July 29, 2021  

   8:30 a.m.  Vacation Bible School 

  10:00 a.m.  Watercolor Class (RH)   

  7:00 p.m.  AA/AL-ANON (RH) 

 FRIDAY, July 30, 2021  

   8:30 a.m.  Vacation Bible School 

 SUNDAY, August 1, 2021 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

    8:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion (MC) 

   10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (MC)        
 CH = Mansperger Chapel CI = Crib Room    CR = Conference Room  

FR = Fellowship Room  FI  =  Fireside Room/Library   MC = Main Church   

MR = Music Room  PS = Pastor’s Study   RH = Redeemer Hall       

SC = Sacristy   SS =  Sunday School   YR = Youth Room 
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At 8:30 a.m. the usher is Gail Camilleri.  Worship assistant is Alex 

Cialone.   
 

At 10:30 the ushers are Mike Day, Ron Leiser and Elizabeth Vihnanek.  

Worship Assistant is Natalia Bavaro.  
 

The flowers on the altar are given  

In Loving Memory of Dave Grabenstatter by his wife, Nanc and son, 

Eric.  

In Loving Memory of Karl, our beloved brother by Guy Huber.  

Thank you for all your Wisdom, Strength and Love you provided to 

all of us.  We miss you.  

In Grateful Appreciation to Pastor Lee for his ministry at Holy Trinity 

and his continued ministry to the Upstate New York Synod from the 

Church Council.  

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Emma Crissey and Aidan Vitka. 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GOLF OUTING: All are welcome to join us for the Annual Holy 

Trinity Golf Outing on Monday, August 2 at Pendleton Creek Golf 

Club.  Cost for the day is $60 and includes a continental breakfast at 

8:00am, nine-hole scramble at 9:00am and a BBQ lunch at 12:00pm.  

The cost for lunch only is $15.  Checks should be made payable to 

“Holy Trinity Lutheran Church” and mailed/given to the church 

office.  Prize donations gratefully accepted. Pendleton Creek is located 

at 4391 Tonawanda Creek Road North, North Tonawanda 14120. 

Please see Guy Huber, Craig Johnson or call the church office to make 

your reservation. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE:  A memorial service to celebrate the life of 

The Rev. John A. Buerk will be held at Holy Trinity on Saturday, 

September 25 at 11am.  Pastor Buerk passed away on July 29, 2020 

and due to the pandemic, funeral services in 2020 were held for family 

only.  This service is our opportunity to celebrate Pastor Buerk’s life, 

together as a community. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Gary Herrnreiter, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek 
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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