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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Celebrating our 143rd Anniversary 
 

Holy Communion - 8:30 &10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. 

We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. 

We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God’s 

creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender 

identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. 

We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space 

through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions, 

interpersonally and structurally. 

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith  

through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

For the love of one another, we kindly ask  

1.  that you keep your mask on during the duration of this service. 

2. that our members and guests fill out the blue sheet and  

leave at your seat in the pew. 

We look forward to continuing to update our practices as we move forward. 
 

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!  

Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.  

You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,  

on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff 
 

Large print bulletins are available at the entrance ways 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the 

temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too 

have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” 

who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 
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PRELUDE  

Prelude on ‘Forest Green’              Craig Phillips  
                   (b. 1961) 

 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory “Regent Square”        ELW 275 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with 

angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace 

on all the earth. 

Amen. 

 

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

 

You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able (10:30) 

 

Holy God, 

we confess our sin before you.  We replace compassion with 

competition.  We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.  

We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.  We have not put on 

love in harmony with you.  Wrap us in the grace of your powerful 

Word.  Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in 

word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. 

Amen. 

 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people:  God has come 

among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.  ☩ In Christ your 

sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open 

our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we 

may think and act according to your good will and may live 

continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARRIAGE BETWEEN 

Ethel and John (+ November 20, 1982) Schleifer 

December 26, 1941  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Buffalo, New York 

 

Ethel (as she is able) and Family Representatives Come to the 

Chancel. 

 

Pastor Carroll:  Let us pray. Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, 

we thank you for the 31 years that Ethel and John had together. We 

thank you, O God for YOUR grace, encouragement, and  mercy in 

their marital relationship: all the joys and all the sorrows that came 

their way. Thank you, O God for YOUR faithfulness. Amen. 

 

A reading from 1Corithians 13:4-7 
 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 

arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices on the 

right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 
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Let us pray. God of love, you are always present with your abundant 

blessing in our homes. We are especially thankful for this 80th 

anniversary of the marriage of Ethel and John. Continue to give Ethel 

that CERTAIN hope of being reunited with John when we all 

celebrate the marriage feast that will have NO END; through Jesus 

Christ our resurrected sovereign. Amen. 

 

ACCLAMATION OF APPLAUSE 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   

The first reading for the First Sunday of Christmas is recorded in 1st 

Samuel, the 2nd Chapter. 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to 

him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 

sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May 

the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 

made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 

  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in 

favor with the LORD and with the people. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17 

The second reading for today is recorded in Colossians, the 3rd 

Chapter. 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with 

one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.  
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14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 

thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

The Word of the Lord.      

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke  
 

 

 

 

 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 

the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as 

usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started 

to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 

not know it.  
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44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 

and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; 

and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? 

Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not 

understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. 

  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 

human favor. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON             The Rev. Dr. Julius Carroll 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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SERMON HYMN 

What Child Is This “Greensleeves”            ELW 296 
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CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead,  and the life of the world to come. 

 Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout 

time and space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 
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You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite 

us with those who celebrate your birth even when they are weighed 

down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or injustice.  We pray for our 

ecumenical and inter-faith siblings at VOICE Buffalo, the Network of 

Religious Communities and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, Parkside, 

Community of Good Neighbors, and Holy Trinity.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the 

humility to trust our place in the network of creation, that we live in 

service to you and the natural world. We pray for those serving in the 

armed forces and their families.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, 

friendships, communities, and nations. Guide us in these relationships, 

that we recognize the Christ child in one another and show your love 

to those most vulnerable. We pray your daughters and sons, including 

the children of our community and especially Morgan and Rowan.  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor 

shepherds and an imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send 

your Spirit to all who are imprisoned, struggling with addiction, 

unwell, or in any need this day.  We pray for those impacted by 

injustice, those on the front line of the pandemic, and all those we 

name out loud, or in the silence of our hearts and our minds…    

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to 

forgive one another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the 

wisdom to be clothed with love, binding all things together in perfect 

harmony. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You come to us through those who have died yet live with you 

forever.  We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave 

his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these 

prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

We ask that you remain at your seat. 

You may share the sign of peace  

with a head nod or peace sign. 

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THE OFFERING  
 

Offerings and tithes may be left in the offering plate  

located at the exit. 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the 

earth.  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to 

receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 

the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow     ELW 885 

  “Old Hundredth”  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heav’nly host;   

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and 

resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with 

your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    

Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

Please follow Pastor’s instructions on the distribution of communion 
All are welcome to share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. At this 

time we will be serving communion in a contact-less manner. Please take your pre-

package communion cup that you received at the entrance (gluten free are available, please 

see an usher at the entrance). The wafer can be found at the top of the cup (lift up the top, 

clear layer) and you will be invited to eat the wafer at the word, "The body of Christ given 

to you." You may then open the grape juice and drink at the word, "The blood of Christ 

given to you." Please leave the used and unused communion cups in the pews. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in His grace.   

Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these 

gifts of bread and wine.  As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION   

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless 

those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with those who 

are sick, homebound or imprisoned.  May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of 

Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   

Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ 

Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice “In Dulci Jubilo”                ELW 288 
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Please feel free to be seated for the Postlude. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Noel Suisse                     Louis-Claude Daquin  
  (1694-1772) 

 

 

Please remain at your seat until the conclusion of the postlude 

and the cross has returned to the chancel. 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please continue to leave your bulletin, communion cup 

and attendance sheet at your seat. 

We will collect everything following the service. 

 

 

There is no coffee hour at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

At 8:30 a.m. the announcer is Paul Kroll.  Usher is Gail Camilleri. Altar 

guild is Gail Camilleri. Reader is Paul Kroll.  Worship Assistant is 

Oscar Guzzino.   

 

At 10:30 a.m. the announcer is Elizabeth Vihnanek.  Reader is Clyde 

Terry.  Ushers are Marty Bauer and Elizabeth Vihnanek.  Worship 

Assistants are Alex Cialone, Griffin Miller and Zachary Flynn. 

 

 

The flowers on the altar are given: 

In Loving Memory of Jack and Marion Grabenstatter from their 

grandchildren; Eric, Jonathan and Sarah; and 

In Honor of what would be our parents John and Ethel Schleifer’s 80th 

Wedding Anniversary from their Children. 

 

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of 

intercession include Morgan and Rowan Leiser. 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed tomorrow for the Christmas 

holiday. 

 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY will resume on January 10, 2022 at 

9:30am and 7:00pm in the Fellowship Room. 

 

THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE is grateful for all who have sent 

in their commitments for the coming year. If you have not returned 

your pledge card, we would appreciate it if you could do so by the end 

of December. Know that we appreciate and are thankful for every gift 

that will allow us to continue our mission of being God’s hands, ears 

and eyes in the Western New York region and around the world. 

 

HOLY CONVERSATIONS: Mark your calendar for the next Holy 

Conversation related to the perceived strengths and gifts of the new 

pastor on January 11 from 10-11:30am in the Fellowship Room and 7-

8:30pm via Zoom.  Resources in preparation for the meetings will be 

on the information tables on January 2 and 9, 2022. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Sunday, January 23, 

2022 at the end of each worship service. Agenda items include: 

approval of the budget and candidates for council. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of flowers 

gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our 

congregation in memory of or in honor of loved ones.  Looking ahead, 

the following date has two vases available- January 30.  Please contact 

Linda Schmidt with your request for this or any other specific date 

during the year. She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 

716-835-3325. Vases are currently $40.00 each.  
 

 

mailto:msmarylschmidt@gmail.com
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POINSETTIAS:  The Christmas flowers are available.  Please feel 

free to take one for yourself, a family member or a friend.  They will 

be available following today’s service. 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY         

  

 SUNDAY, December 26, 2021 – First Sunday of Christmas 

  Happy Birthday Carol Littlefield 

    8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (CH) 

  10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (MC) 

 MONDAY, December 27, 2021  

  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 THURSDAY, December 30, 2021  

  7:00 p.m.  Story Time 

  7:00 p.m.  AA/AL-ANON (RH) 

 SUNDAY, January 2, 2022 – Second Sunday of Christmas 

  8:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion (CH) 

  10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (MC)  
 CH = Mansperger Chapel CI = Crib Room   CR = Conference Room  

FR = Fellowship Room FI  =  Fireside Room/Library   MC = Main Church   

MR = Music Room  PS = Pastor’s Study   RH = Redeemer Hall       

SC = Sacristy   SS =  Sunday School   YR = Youth Room 
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Barb Wozniak, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Matthew Brown, Kathy Crissey, Eliana Perez,   

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek 
 

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Dr. Julius Carroll, Intentional Interim Pastor 

drcarroll@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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