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A Message from the Pastor

I just started a fascinating book by Frederick Buechner, who is one of the first to help me see through the
scrim on which most of life is played out and discover a deeper dimension. It’s called The Remarkable
Ordinary: How to Stop, Look, and Listen to Life, and it’s based on some of his mostly unpublished lec-
tures which seem as fresh today as when they were written in the 1980s.

Buechner described an experiment that took place when he was a student at Princeton. Students would
peer into a room through a small hole, looking for what they were told to look for — the position of a cer-
tain object, for example — and then answer questions about what they saw. Then the students would be
asked, “Did you see anything else?” and mostly they said, “No, we didn’t.” Buechner described the room
as a “crazy room” — the angles were off, one wall was higher than another, the floor was unlevel, and so
on. Then Buechner observed, “the students didn’t see any of that because they hadn’t been told to expect
to see that.”

It's an idea attributed to several sources — Anais Nin, Immanuel Kant, the Babylonian Talmud, and others
— 50 it has stood the test of time, and I take it to be true. It goes something like this: we don’t see things as
they are, we see things as we are. We project our inner reality onto life’s canvas and take it to be the way
things are; we see what we expect. If instead we want to see life as it is and deal with it on its terms, we
need to let go of what we believe we see and learn to see what is really there to be seen.

Which brings me to the interim time for a congregation, that curious and challenging season after one
pastor departs when the search is made for the next pastor. It’s a season of farewells, and self-study, and
describing the future, and identifying goals and expectations, and a lot more. Then there’s the identifica-
tion and calling of a pastor whom the congregation believes will meet its expectations — identifying the
pastor and future they’re looking for.

The biggest challenge may be for the congregation not only to keep alert for what they’re looking for but
to also see what they haven’t been told to look for, what they don’t know to look for, what they may nev-
er have recognized as a possibility. And here’s where reframing helps. When the search doesn’t go as ex-
pected or takes longer than expected, instead of asking “What are we doing wrong” or “What’s wrong
with the system?” it may be more helpful to ask, “What is this teaching us?” “What are we learning?”
“What new possibilities is this experience opening up for us?” “What deeper dimension of our experience
is right in front of us but we haven’t yet seen because we haven’t been told to look for it?” Farm fields
are enriched during fallow seasons. So are congregations during seasons of waiting.

Pastor Rich Neal

HOLY TRINITY

BUFFALO



Council Corner

Annual Congregational Meeting

Thank you to-everyone who participated in our annual meeting in January. The budget was
passed (67 Yes, 3 No, 3 Abstentions). Kathy Crissey, Raul Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and

Jennifer Yap were re-elected to serve a second term on council. Gail Camilleri, Christopher
Huber and Karen Kolb were elected as new members of the council.

Welcome Pastor Rich Neal
We are so blessed to have Pastor Rich Neal serve as Intentional Interim Pastor. Please take a
moment to introduce yourself to Pastor Rich, if you haven’t already done so.

Lead Pastor Call Process

The most recent candidate for Lead Pastor has withdrawn from the call process. The SYNOD
continues to work to provide suitable candidates for Holy Trinity. Thank you for your contin-
ued patience and prayers during this discernment process. Many thanks to the Call Committee
for their dedicated service.

Help Wanted - How Are You Called to Serve?

Looking to get more involved in activities at church, but not sure where to start? Here are a
few of the many opportunities to serve. Please contact the church office or the people listed
below for more information.

What brings you joy? Try:

Cooking or Baking Preparing and/or delivering meals to the hungry with The
Burrito Project - 1st Tuesday of each month (contact Jen
Yap)

Preparing and/or serving Easter Breakfast - April 9 (Guy
Huber/Fellowship & Hospitality Committee)

Gardening Supporting our annual Plant Sale Fundraiser - orders due
March 26 (Jen Yap)

Planting flowers around the church grounds - May 13
(Guy Huber/Fellowship & Hospitality Committee)

Creating/Editing Content on Joining our newly forming Social Media Task Force
Social Media that will help redesign our website and determine our
overall social media strategy (Jen Yap)

Taking pictures or videos at church events that we can
post on the church’s website, Facebook page, etc. (Jen
Yap)




Working with Teaching Sunday School during the 10:30 Worship Service (Barb

Youth Wozniak)
Caring for infants in the Crib Room during 10:30 Worship Service

(Barb Wozniak)

Planning an intergenerational VBS program to be held in August
(Pastor Miranda or Barb Wozniak)

_M

Fellowship and Hospitality

On Tuesday, February 21%, while walking the bike path in our town, I saw a robin. That made
me think of spring and two events that define that season for us at Holy Trinity.

The first day is Easter, which falls this year on April 9. In between the 8:30 service and the
10:30 Festival Service, the Fellowship and Hospitality Committee will once again sponsor the
Easter Brunch, which will commence at 9:00 A.M. If you would like to help, please get in
touch with Guy Huber or call the church office.

The second event is Planting Day (held in May) on which we beautify the church campus.
More information on the day and time will be forthcoming. Check your Sunday bulletins and/or
the church web site.

All committee meetings are open to the congregation. New members and new ideas are always
welcome.

Ron Leiser

2023 Vacation Bible School

Journey Together, an intergenerational summer event, (Vacation Bible School) is being
planned for Wednesdays in August. (2, 9, 16, 23 from 5:30-7:30pm beginning with a

meal). Please mark your calendar and consider what gifts you will be able to share! Attendance
at all sessions is not a requirement to volunteer or participate. More information and registration
forms will be included in the May/June issue of the church paper. Questions, please contact Pr.
Miranda, Barb Wozniak or the Church Office.



Stcwardship Corner

“You shall love the [_ord your Goa’ with alf your heart, and with all yoursou[ and with all your
mind.” | his is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love
your nc{g/-/bor as yoursc/i[. » Ma tthew 22: 37-39

¥

The Stewardship committee would like to acknowledge the gifts of time and talent that are so
freely given at Holy Trinity.

Every Sunday and often during the week, many volunteers show up to perform a myriad of tasks
that support the worship experience and life of the congregation. Among other things our
volunteers

greet people with friendly smiles,

usher during the services,

direct our acolytes,

help with communion,

serve as readers,

lift their voices in song,

care for and teach our children,

serve as counters,

prepare delicious food,

clean up the kitchen after the delicious food has been served,
plant flowers,

prepare burritos to feed the hungry,

wash and iron choir garments,

serve on church council and committees,

take care of seasonal decorations,

share communion and fellowship with homebound members

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you who care enough to show up Sunday after Sunday, week
after week, year after year. Your service is the glue that holds our congregation together and
enables Holy Trinity to continue providing a nourishing spiritual environment for all who come.

With deep gratitude,

Ul MacDonald

Stewardship Committee



2023 Lenten and Easter Worship

Palm Sunday, April 2
8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Chapel Choir
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion with Chancel Choir

Maundy Thursday, April 6

7:00 p.m. Holy Communion/stripping of the altar with Chancel
Choir

Good Friday, April 7

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service with Chancel Choir

Easter Sunday, April 9

8:30 a.m. Festival Service of Holy Communion

9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast by the Fellowship & Hospitality
Group

10:00 a.m. Pre-service music

10:30 a.m. Festival Service of Holy Communion with Choir/
Brass/Organ
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A Day 1n the Life

Membership News

Special Birthdays

If you know a member who is no longer able to attend church regularly and has a birthday in
March or April, please call the church office and let us know.



2023 LYO Annual Plant Sale Fundraiser

Thank you for all the support that you have given us in the past.
We continue to source our plants from Kenneth A. Henry Sons Nurseries.

Orders Due to the Office by: Sunday, March 26th
Pick Up: Saturday, May 13th from 11:30am-12:30pm

Important Information:

Order Early: The best way to avoid shortages is to turn in your order form as
soon as possible. Order forms can be turned into the office at any time and
they will be picked up every Sunday. The earlier orders are collected the
earlier they can be processed.

Shortages: Any unforeseen shortages will be refunded only. Notification and
refunds will be made as soon as possible so that you can make other arrangements
to purchase your plants.

Hanging Baskets: These sell out quickly. In order to give the best possible chance
to get the hanging basket choices that you have we urge you to turn in any orders
with hanging baskets AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. In an attempt to minimize

shortages, Hanging basket orders will be called in periodically as orders come in.

Plants:; Available in full flats only. NO HALF FLATS. NO MIXING OF COLORS.
NO EXCEPTIONS.

Geraniums: Order by the box (One dozen per box). NO MIXING OF COLORS.
NO EXCEPTIONS.

Herbs: Order by the box in groups of 3 (18 per box). These may be mixed.

Late Orders: We will do our best to process late orders received between March 27
and April 15. However, there should be no assumption that your entire order will be
fulfilled.




2023 LYO Annual Plant Sale Fundraiser

Orders Due to the Office by: Sunday, March 26th
Pick Up: Saturday, May 13th from 11:30am-12:30pm

Name:

Address:

Phone Number (in case of shortages):

PAYMENT MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE ORDER
Make Checks Payable to “Holy Trinity LYO”
Any Questions Call the Church Office at 716-886-2400

TOTAL SHEET A

TOTAL SHEET B

TOTAL SHEET C

GRAND TOTAL

+

+




Type Color Quantity | Cost | Total Cost
Bright Pink $24.50
Lavender blue $24.50
Red (true) $24.50
lvy Geraniums CALLIOPE Crimson Flame $24.50
CALLIOPE Dark Red $24.50
CALLIOPE Pink Flame $24.50
CALLIOPE Violet $24.50
Red/Purple {DARK EYES) $24.50
Fuschias Red/White (SWINGTIME) $24.50
Pink/Lavender (BLUE EYES) $24.50
Super Sonic Hot Pink $24.50
Super Sonic Lavender $24.50
» Super Sonic Lilac $24.50
m Super Sonic Orange (Flame) $24.50
é New Guinea Impatiens | Super Sonic Orange Ice $24.50
m Super Sonic Pastel Pink $24.50
z Super Sonic Red $24.50
‘29 Super Sonic Sweet Cherry (bicolor) $24.50
§ Super Sonic White $24.50
Cherry Kiss (lipstick petunia, light pink/eye verbena,
saim-pk w/eye m bells) $24.50
Enchanted Evening (Enchanted Sky petunia, violet/wht
eye verbena,white m bells) $24.50
Eye Caramba (blue/white petunia, violet wink verbena,
Trixi/Mixmaster Combos | White m.bells) $24.50
(Al Sun) Salt Water Taffy (pk lemonade petunia, lav.eye verbena,
salm-pk w/eye m. bells) $24.50
Watercolors (yellow petunia, lt.pink/eye verbena, hot
pink/yellow star m bells) $24.50
Who Knew Orleans (red petunia, mango/org. verbena,
yellow w/red vein m bells) $24.50
. . Sun $40.00
12" Hanging Gardens Shade $40.00
Patio Tomatoes (8" Pots) $11.00
Basil (Genoa)
Chives (Onion)
g Cilantro
:, | MUST BE ORDERED IN [Dil
= | BOXES OF 18, CAN BE |Oregano, Greek
3 MIXED by multiples of 3 Parsley (Flat, ltalian)
E Rosemary
% Sage
Thyme, Golden Lemon
Total Quantity (# of Boxes) $36.00

TOTAL COST SHEET "A"




Type Color Quantity | Cost | Total Cost
Mystic Dahlias lllusion (yellow) $8.50
Enhantment (orange) $8.50
= Cannova Mango $8.50
E Cannova Red/Golden Flame $8.50
-9 Cannova Rose $8.50
i Cannas Cannova Yellow $8.50
Cannova Leaf Peach $8.50
Cannova Leaf Orange $8.50
Cannova Leaf Scarlet $8.50
Dynamo Pink Flare $40.00
Fantasia Cardinal Red $40.00
e Maestro Idols Lt. Pink Parfait $40.00
N Patriot Bright Red $40.00
;e Tango Dark Red $40.00
= Wilhelm Languth $40.00
¢ | Geraniums Patriot Berry Parfait $40.00
g Patriot Lavender Blue $40.00
= Patriot Salmon $40.00
S Patriot Tickled Pink $40.00
M Patriot Violet $40.00
Patriot Watermelon $40.00
Patriot White $40.00
Ageratum Biue $20.00
- Wonderland Mixed $20.00
E Alyssum Wonderland Deep Purple $20.00
5 Wonderland White $20.00
-"E’ Dark Leaf Mix (Cocktail) $20.00
g Dark Leaf Pink (Gin) $20.00
e Dark Leaf White (Whiskey) $20.00
2 , Dark Leaf BBm Scarlet $20.00
< |Begonia, wax , -
5 Green Leaf Mix (Olympia) $20.00
é Green Leaf Red (Olympia) $20.00
E_ Green Leaf Rose (Olympia) $20.00
& Green Leaf White (Olympia) $20.00
% Fairway Mix $20.00
% |Coleus Fairway Rose $20.00
E Fairway Ruby $20.00
j Dahlia (**4 Packs**)|**32 Plants per flat** Fresco $20.00
“  [Dusty Miller Silver Dust $20.00
Gazania Mixed $20.00

TOTAL COST SHEET "B"




Type Color Quantity | Cost | Total Cost
Coral $20.00
Mixed $20.00
Orange $20.00
Impatiens (Downy Mildew Resistant) Beacon ned LY
Rose $20.00
Salmon Shades $20.00
Violet Shades $20.00
-’g‘ White $20.00
° _ _ i Pink $20.00
; Impatiens (Downy Mildew Resistant) Imara Rosy Mix $20.00
E Lobelia (Trailing) Regatta Marine Blue $20.00
5 Bonanza Yellow $20.00
§ Marigold, French Bonanza Mix $20.00
c Durango Yellow $20.00
; Durango Mix $20.00
: Colossus Oceans $20.00
2‘ Pansy Colossus White/purple wing $20.00
B Colossus Yellow Blotch $20.00
:‘f‘- Colossus Mix $20.00
= Hula Hoop Blue $20.00
2 Limbo Blue $20.00
s Limbo Pastel Mixed $20.00
Petunia, singles Limbo Red $20.00
Limbo Sweet Pink $20.00
Limbo White $20.00
Limbo Mixed Colors $20.00
Snapshot Mix $20.00
Snapdragon Sonnet Mixed $20.00
Rocket Mixed $20.00

TOTAL COST SHEET "C"




Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief

This year, during the Lenten Season, members and friends of Holy
Trinity are invited to participate in the collection of items for Personal
Care Kits as needed by Lutheran World Relief. These kits will then be
sent through LWR to countries in need and those living in crisis.
Items may be brought to church from February 22nd through April 1st and placed on the table
at Kahler’s Korner located near the church office. We will be collecting completed kits, dona-
tions of items for the kits or funds to purchase the items. Monetary donations may be put in an
envelope and marked for “LWR Personal Care Kits Project” and placed in the offering plate or
sent to the church office. There will be a compilation event following a 10:30 worship service
shortly after Easter in Redeemer Hall.

Each kit contains:

1 lightweight bath towel (between 207x40” & 527x27°)
2-3 bath size bars of soap

1 adult size toothbrush

1 sturdy comb

1 metal nail clippers

Because each kit must contain the specific items listed, we are asking that you purchase the
correct number of items to complete a kit rather than a large amount of one item.

Our Church Paper
Editor: Linda Lipczynski
English Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Upstate New York Synod

1080 Main Street (bet. Summer and North)
Buffalo, New York 14209-2389
716-886-2400 / 716-884-7505 (fax)
E-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org
www.holytrinitybuffalo.org
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo

The Rev. Richard Neal, Intentional Interim Pastor
The Rev. Miranda Hammer, Part-Time Interim Pastor
for the Nurturing of the Congregation

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist
Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster
Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant
John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds




CGN(Community of Good Neighbors) MOBILE FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: The need for
healthy food and especially fresh produce continues. Through Holy Trinity’s partnership with
CGN there are several ways we can help in this mission outreach to our East Buffalo
neighbors and help Pr. Kwame Pitts provide an entryway to eradicate food disparity and build
relationships which reflect the Kingdom of God in loving action.

1. Monetary donations given directly to Holy Trinity and designated specifically for the
Food Pantry support. HT Members, Linda and Dave Schmidt, using those donations, are then
able to purchase 4-5 cases of such items as sweet potatoes, zucchini, onions, bananas, and
oranges, among others, directly from Sunset Fruits and Vegetables on Bailey Ave. These items
are then distributed on the First and Third Thursday of each month at CGN Mobile Pantry Van’s
current site 21 Doat St. right next to Jericho Road Community Health Center.

2. Monetary Donations sent directly for CGN to ELCA via the Web site. Those gifts can
then be used to offset any financial needs. For example, Buying gas, paying Motor Vehicle Dept.
fees to register the Pantry Bus, purchasing shelving to hold the food items. Pr. Kwame can
request those funds as needed. (**See guidelines below for this option)

3. Food Donations: The following items are requested and we are asked to provide only these.
Other items are either fully stocked or not as needed or beneficial as these. Breakfast food: Cold
and Hot Cereals Rice: Small bags 1 or 2 Ib., Pasta with Sauce, BEANS: Canned or dried.
MEATS: tuna or chicken, Canned fruits PLEASE CHECK DATES Expired items must
not be distributed.

4, Volunteers: 10 am on the First and Third Thursday of the month. The Mobile Food
Pantry sets up next to Jericho Road Community Health Center at 21 Doat St. off Genesee St. We
stay until the food is gone (generally only 1 hour.) We help with welcoming and assisting in any
way needed. Monday mornings from 9am-11am and Wednesdays from 12pm-2pm at the
Office. Location is 1092 Main right next to HT. These times are for organizing and setting up the
non-perishables for Pantry Days.

5. Winter Clothing Distribution: We continue to collect items of winter clothing for
distribution through the CGN Mobile Food Pantry. This will become a stronger outreach in the
coming months as CGN transfers from the van to the renovated Bus. Items needed: Hats,
scarves, gloves/mittens and heavy socks As Spring approaches these items will go on sale, so
look for those clearance racks and make your money go farther.

**To Donate online: www.ELCA.org Choose ABOUT THE ELCA >select WAYS TO
GIVE>DONATE NOW>Complete Donor Information>Select +This donation is on behalf of a
congregation or organization>Enter COMMUNITY OF GOOD NEIGHBORS Buffalo NY

See or call Donna Leiser 716-868-3862 Direct to Pr. Kwame Pitts 716-553-0219
SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT



SING I\/IE A STORY

ALZHEIMER’'S BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC CHORUS

ASSOCIATION BUFFALO CHAMBER PLAYERS
ADAM LUEBKE, CONDUCTOR

Western New York Chapter

MAGNIFICAT

ALZHEIMER 'S
STORIES

THIS IS OUR STORY: AN AFTERNOON OF HOPE AND HEALING

AN ORATORIO INSPIRED BY THOSE AFFECTED BY ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE AND THOSE WHOQ LOVE THEM.
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WNY ALZHEIMER'S ASSOCIATION.

MARCH 19, 2023 | 3 PM

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1080 MAIN STREET, BUFFALO NY

TICKETS: $25
AT BPCHORUS.ORG OR 716-980-5701
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Easter Lilies

The Worship Committee has once again arranged for lilies to be placed in the chancel on Easter Sunday.
If you would like to place a lily in the chancel, please complete the form below and send with a check
made payable to “Holy Trinity Lutheran Church” and mail to 1080 Main Street, Buffalo, New York
14209, or place in the offering at church on Sunday. There will also be order forms available on the ta-
bles at the entrance ways or in the weekly email. Please also indicate how you would like the dedication
to read: “In memory of...” or “In honor of...” and return along with your check. The cost of the lilies is
$12.00 per plant.

Name

Address City/State/Zip

No. of Lilies at $12.00 each $

In memory of

In honor of

By
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