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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Sunday, September 3, 2023
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Celebrating our 145" Anniversary

Holy Communion — 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Welcome to Holy Trinity!

Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God.
We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us.
We proclaim ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation to all of God'’s
creatures welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender
identification, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status.
We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space
through the protection against oppression internally, in institutions,
interpersonally and structurally.

We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith
through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.

Visitors interested in membership may talk with a
Council representative at the Council desk, contact the Church office
or indicate on the yellow Welcome sheet.

We invite you to share your story and your worship experience!
Check-in and share on any of our social media platforms using #poweroftrinity.
You can find us on Facebook @holytrinitybuffalo,
on Instagram @holytrinitybuffalo or on twitter @holytrinitybuff

Large print bulletins are available at the entrance ways

INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God'’s
words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering,
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is
described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with
evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our

suffering world.



PRELUDE

Prélude from Sept Pieces pour Orgue Théodore Dubois
(1837-1924)

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

For CARDIAC EMERGENCIES:
Our Automatic External Defibrillator (AED)
is located in the Sacristy on the wall near the window.
Look for the First Aid and AED sign near the top of the door to the Sacristy.
Exit the Sanctuary next to the Angel Lectern.
The Sacristy will be the first room on the left.
Coming from other areas of our building,
go up the stairs toward the Main Church and turn left.

Please stand as you are able.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Will You Come and Follow Me “Kelvingrove”
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prehibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

+ Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us humble ourselves before God, confessing our sin.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others

and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refirain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example,
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

(10:30)
A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN The Rev. Richard Neal

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21
The first reading for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost is recorded
in Jeremiah, the 15™ Chapter.
>0 LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;,
know that on your account | suffer insult.
1Y our words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O LoRD, God of hosts.
71 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
BWhy is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?



Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
YTherefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
211 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SOLO

My Hope is in the Everlasting from The Daughter of Jarius John Stainer
(1840-1901)

Holly Holdaway, soprano

My hope is in the Everlasting, that He will save you; and joy is come unto me from
the Holy One, because of the mercy which shall soon come unto you from the
Everlasting, our Savior. | sent you out with mourning and weeping. But God will
give you to me again with joy and gladness for ever. My hope is in the Everlasting,
that He will save you; and joy is come unto me from the Holy One, because of the
mercy which shall soon come unto you from the Everlasting, our Savior; joy is
come to me, because of the mercy which shall soon come to you from our Savior.
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21
The second reading for today is recorded in Romans, the 12" Chapter.
‘Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; Ylove one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. **Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. ?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.

1“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. °*Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 1’'Do
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the
sight of all. *8If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. *®Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God,; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord.” ?°No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you
will heap burning coals on their heads.” 2!Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

2IFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 2And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 2But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

2*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 2°For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. ?For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give
in return for their life?

2I“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. 2Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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THE SERMON The Rev. Richard Neal
Please stand as you are able.

SERMON HYMN

Hope of the World “Donne Secours” LBW 493
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Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974
Music: DONNE SECOURS. Trente quatre pseawmes de David, Geneva 1551

Text © 1954, 1982 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any [orm prohibited without permission or valid license [rom copyright administrator.



APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF PASTOR AND PEOPLE

God of Love, you are with us in every transition and change, in every
ending and beginning. As we look forward to a new year of ministry,
we confess our excitement is mixed with some anxiety. We recall your
deep compassion, presence, and abounding love. We thank you for the
gifts, talents, and skills with which you have blessed us. We thank you
for the experiences that have brought us to this moment. And we thank
you for the work of others that gives breadth and depth to our lives. As
we move forward, help us rejoice with you as we support one another.
Remembering your caring and generous works, hear our prayers for
the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

God of life, your words are the joy and delight of our heart. Draw to
yourself those who seek you, place messages of hope and healing in
the mouths of your witnesses, and open us to your truth when we
stumble. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and
oceans reveal the beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly
and peaceably as part of your world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast what is good.
Guide them to honor the people in their care. Overcome evil in all
nations and grant peace to people mired in conflict. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of deliverance, be known to all who are suffering, lonely, in pain
and those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.... Liberate
those who are insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give
endurance to workers and laborers, and help us support fair wages and
safe working environments. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in
uncertain times and to remain faithful in prayer when facing
challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another and our
communities. Watch over all the children of our congregation,
especially Jacob and Jonathan. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in
splendor. Nurture us in faith until the day we join their heavenly song.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and
the other prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made
known through Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace.
Please be seated.

THE OFFERING

SOLO AT THE OFFERING

My Heart Ever Faithful Johann Sebastian Bach
Text: from Cantata BWV 68: Also hat Gott die Welt geliebt, Tr. (1685-1750)

Holly Holdaway, soprano

My heart ever faithful, Sing praises, be joyful, Thy Jesus is near.
Away with complaining, Faith ever maintaining, My Jesus is here.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW 885
“Old Hundredth”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus Christ, who called you Abba,
Father.

As a mother tenderly gathers her children,

you embraced a people as your own

and filled them with a longing for a peace that would last

and for a justice that would never fail.

In Jesus' suffering and death you took upon yourself our sin and death
and destroyed their power for ever.

You raised from the dead this same Jesus,
who now reigns with you in glory,

and poured upon us your Holy Spirit,
making us the people of your new covenant.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread . . .
After supper, he took the cup, . ..

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts,
that in the breaking of this bread and the drinking of this wine
we may know the presence of the living Christ

and be renewed as the body of Christ for the world,

redeemed by Christ's blood.
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As the grain and grapes, once dispersed in the fields,

are now united on this table in bread and wine,

so may we and all your people be gathered from every time and place
into the unity of your eternal household

and feast at your table for ever.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
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Please be seated.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation to Communion

All are welcome to share in the sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. Beginning
with those seated closest to the altar, you are invited to come forward down the center aisle
to the presiding minister. Receiving the wafer in your hand, you are invited to dip or
“intinct” the wafer into the chalice. There is wine in the silver chalice and grape juice in
the ceramic chalice. For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers are available by simply
asking the Pastor as you are served. Portable communion cups are also available for those
who are not comfortable sharing the sacrament of Holy Communion in-person. Adults or
children choosing not to receive communion may come forward to receive a blessing. The
Pastors will bring the sacrament to persons in the pews that are unable to come forward.
Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

Come eat and drink; there is a place for you at the table of our Lord.

Please stand as you are able.

The body and blood of our Sovereign and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as
food, comfort, and strength to a broken and hurting world. Anoint
with a servant heart those who take your word and sacrament to our
sisters and brothers in their homes, in prisons, or in hospitals. Grant
grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and
blood and receive your words of new life. May we all recognize that
we are one in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

We invite congregation members to share this holy meal with those
who are homebound, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to join us in
person. Communion elements and a simple printed liturgy are
available on the altar for your use. If you take a bulletin from this
morning’s worship service, you will be able to easily share today’s
scripture and prayers with the meal.

BENEDICTION

The God of glory,

+ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
Bind Us Together “Bind Us Together” WOV 748

Refrain — —
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THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in harmony with God, who is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Marcietta from Sept Pieces pour Orgue Théodore Dubois
(1837-1924)

You are encouraged to take the bulletin
home with you for future reference.
Otherwise, please place them in the recycle bin
at the entrance way.
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

SUNDAY, September 3, 2023 — Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (CH)
9:40 a.m. Sunday Roundtable (with Pastor Rich) (FR)
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (CH)
MONDAY, September 4, 2023 Labor Day
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
TUESDAY, September 5, 2023
12:00 p.m. Needlers (FR)
5:00 p.m. BPO Chorus rehearsal (MC)
5:30 p.m. Burrito Project at Zion
THURSDAY, September 7, 2023
7:00 p.m. AA/AL-ANON (RH)
SATURDAY, September 9, 2023
10:30 a.m. Memorial Service for Dr. Roger Dayer (MC)
SUNDAY, September 10, 2023 — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (CH)
9:40 a.m. Sunday Roundtable (with Pastor Rich (FR)
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (MC)
11:30 a.m. Light Coffee Hour (RH)
12:00 p.m. Stewardship Meeting (CR)

CH = Mansperger Chapel ~ CI = Crib Room CR = Conference Room
FR = Fellowship Room FI = Fireside Room/Library MC = Main Church
MR = Music Room PS = Pastor’s Study RH = Redeemer Hall
SC = Sacristy SS = Sunday School YR = Youth Room
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At 8:30 a.m. the announcer and reader is Paul Kroll. Ushers and altar
guilds are Gail Camilleri and Heidemarie Kunz. Acolyte is Tim Yap.

At 10:30 a.m. the announcer is Karen Saona. Reader is Jen Yap.
Ushers are Paul Biesinger, Doug Alderdice, Paul and Karen Bauchle
and Karen Kolb. Acolyte is Max Peterson.

The flowers on the altar are given:
In Loving Memory of my mother, Donna Stutzman by Gail Camilleri;

and

In Loving Memory of Carlton Hughes by Karen, his sister, and Radl
Saona.

Collection counters are Peter Bergenstock, Darlene Carden and Sue
Spindler.

Member, Karen Saona, will be at the entrance way to address any
questions or concerns you may have this morning.

As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of
intercession include Jonathan and Jacob Schleifer-Schoen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed tomorrow, Monday, September 4,
in observance of Labor Day.

SERVICE SCHEDULE: Beginning September 10, we will return to
our regular service schedule: 8:30am in the Chapel and 10:30am in the
Sanctuary. Both services will continue to be livestreamed.

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will begin this Fall on
Monday, September 11. Dave Ulrich will be presenting a multi-week
series on American Racism: Roots & Reality. Sessions begin at
9:30am in the Fellowship Room. All are invited.

BURRITO PROJECT: Thank you to everyone who donated shirts,
socks and other items in recent weeks, as our supply was very low
after our August 1 event. Starting in September, we will alternate
hosting locations with Zion (Clarence). All are welcome to participate
at either location. Please contact Jen Yap, Guy Huber or the church
office for more information. The schedule for this fall will be:

.Sep 5: meet at Zion at 5:30

.Oct 3: meet at HT at 5:30

-Nov 7: meet at Zion at 5:30

.Dec 5: meet at HT at 5:30

FLU CLINIC: The flu clinic will be held on Sunday, September 17
from 9:30am to Noon. If you are 65 or older, a specially formulated
flu vaccine will be available at our flu clinic. Please bring your
insurance card and photo ID. You will also need your doctor’s name
and address. There is no charge. Rite Aid will be running the clinic
again this year. Get your flu shot early.
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STEWARDSHIP MEETING will take place on Sunday, September 10
in the Conference Room following the 10:30 service. All are
welcome.

COFFEE HOUR: We will hold a light coffee hour next Sunday in
Redeemer Hall following the 10:30 service and return to our full
Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 17 as we welcome back our choir
and Sunday School students.

BACKPACK BLESSING: The blessing of school backpacks for
children and youth will take place during the 10:30 a.m. worship
service on Sept. 17. Invite your children to bring their backpacks to
worship that day. If they can’t bring their backpacks or if they forget
them, each child will receive a special blessing tag to take with them
and attach to their backpacks. Extra tags will be available for you to
take to children who are unable to attend.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: In the midst of all the Buffalo summertime
bliss, it may be hard to believe that kids go back to school in just a few
days. Holy Trinity is collecting donations of school supplies for the
children of PS 17 Early Childhood Center. The school needs the usual
back to school basics, as well as backpacks and headphones (Stores
like Dollar General and Five Below have great deals on backpacks
right now). Please look for the collection bin right outside the chapel
where it will remain until Sunday, September 10th. Holy Trinity
always outdoes itself, and PS 17 truly appreciates your generosity.
Thank you for helping these amazing children!

CRISIS SERVICES: For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed,
Crisis Services is available. Their hotline number is 834-3131 and are
available 24-hours a day. If you are looking for counseling services,
we share a partnership with Mr. Pat Greene, LMHC, and he may be
reached at 716-361-4615.
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP

Congregational Council
Jennifer Yap, President
Kathy Crissey, Vice-President
Fred Howard, Treasurer
Linda Horton, Secretary

Paul Bauchle, Matthew Brown, Gail Camillerti,
Christopher Huber, Karen Kolb, Pat Lonergan,
Raul Saona and Elizabeth Vihnanek

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist ~ Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster
kipomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant
John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds

Erin Alexander, Youth Choir Director
youthchoir@holytrinitybuffalo.org

The Rev. Richard Neal, Intentional Interim Pastor
richneal@together.net

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209
(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax
e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org
www.holytrinitybuffalo.org
Friend us on Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo
www.facebook.comBuffanHTLCMusic
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